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Abstract 
Many South Auckland children and youth experience significant 
disadvantages by New Zealand’s standards. This means that they are put 
in unfavourable circumstances that reduce their chances of succeeding 
in life, causing high unemployment, high crime, poor health, a lack of 
education and poverty. There is a very high percentage of youth in South 
Auckland who do not have access to education, health, social opportunities 
and support. Many of the locals often feel unsafe going to certain streets or 
neighbourhoods and lack a sense of belonging.
 
This masters by design project investigates one specific area in south 
Auckland and how youth between the ages of 13 to 18 can be helped to 
achieve better life outcomes through the provision of a new community 
space. Youth in this area are surrounded by negativity. They do not have 
many positive options or role models to look up to and they often lack 
any sense of belonging to their community. This means that the young 
people in the area can be easily swayed by many of the poor surrounding 
influences. The environment has stayed the same for generations, creating 
what seems like a never-ending cycle.  This project aims to interrupt this 
cycle by giving youth a place that takes them off the street and into a safe 
environment with positive guidance in their spare time. A positive space for 
youth can give hope and a sense of belonging that many so desperately 
need.
 
This project is an architectural response to the inherent need for the 
creation of a youth-focused hub or facility to support creative, recreational 
and social programmes aimed to engage teenagers in Auckland’s southern 
suburb, Manurewa. The facility focuses on youth development through 
reinforcing positive relationships, developing self-belief and sense of worth. 
The focus is on youth themselves and giving them the agency to better 
their situation.
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2. 3.
Within South Auckland itself, it is clear that Manurewa and Clendon has 
a cluster of very highly deprived areas which is discussed in more detail 
later on in this document. The difficult socio-economic conditions in parts 
of South Auckland are long-standing with Otara “Having grown out of 
decades of social problems”8. However, some argue that the levels of 
deprivation, once experienced only in a few areas of South Auckland, 
have now become far more widespread, extending outward from Otara 
to Manurewa and Clendon. The Ministry of Social Development agrees 
with this shift and has moved two youth workers out of Otara and put one 
in Clendon and one in Manurewa. This change is not making hardly any 
difference, as statistics showing conditions have only worsened since this 
move in 20119.
1.1 Background of the project
Many South Auckland children and youth experience significant 
disadvantages by New Zealand’s standards. This means that they are 
in unfavourable circumstances that reduce their chances of succeeding 
in life, causing high unemployment, high crime, poor health, a lack of 
education and poverty. There are a large number of low socio-economic 
communities and neighbourhoods within the South Auckland area of 
Counties Manukau1. Statistics for the whole of New Zealand show that 
the Counties Manukau region has the greatest proportion of people living 
in crowded conditions (22%)2. Within Counties Manukau, 31% of all 
children aged 0-14 years old are particularly likely to be living in a crowded 
household. Of all the children in the area 38% are Māori and 53% are 
Pacific3. 
The people of Counties Manukau have some of the worst housing 
conditions and live in some of the most deprived conditions in the 
country. This is shown in Figure 3, with the cluster of highly deprived 
areas located in South Auckland making South Auckland one of, if not the 
most, disadvantaged areas in the whole of New Zealand. South Auckland 
possesses irrefutable problems consisting of extensive gang activity and 
high crime rates that has left at least four dead and several critically injured 
in 20194;5;6 . There is a very high percentage of youth in South Auckland 
who do not have access to education, health, social opportunities and 
support. Many of the locals often feel unsafe going to certain streets or 
neighbourhoods and as a result lack a sense of belonging. The Manurewa 
local board believe that by helping youth the area could as a whole 
improve7. South Auckland does not have specific boundaries but is often 
referred to within four local board areas. These four local boards are 
Mangere-Otahuhu, Otara-Papatoetoe to the north and Manurewa and 
Papakura to the south, as identified in Figure 2. 
1  Massey.maps.arcgis.com. Accessed March 9, 2019. https://massey.maps.arcgis.com/
apps/Embed/index.html?webmap=449633d9f5b74954ab44973c6b046d04&extent=15
9.2605,-47.7099,180,-34.271&zoom=true&scale=false&legend=true&disable_scroll=-
false&theme=light.
2  “Analysis of Household Crowding,” 2014, Wellington: Ministry of Health.
2  “Demographic Profile: 2013 Census Population of Counties Manukau,” 2015, Auckland: 
Counties Manukau Health.
4 Massey.maps.arcgis.com. Accessed March 9, 2019. https://massey.maps.arcgis.com/
apps/Embed/index.html?webmap=449633d9f5b74954ab44973c6b046d04&extent=15
9.2605,-47.7099,180,-34.271&zoom=true&scale=false&legend=true&disable_scroll=-
false&theme=light.
5 “Youth Gangs in County Manukau.” 2008. Auckland: Ministry of Social Development.
  NZ Herald. 2019. “Man Dies after Serious Assault in Ōtāhuhu, South Auckland.” NZ Her-
ald. NZ Herald. August 24, 2019. https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&-
objectid=12261630.
7 “Manurewa Local Board Plan 2017.” 2017. Auckland: Manurewa Local Board.
8 Christian, Harrison. 2018. “Southside Rising.” Stuff. stuff. September 2018. https://interac-
tives.stuff.co.nz/2018/09/southside-rising/. 
9 NZ Herald. 2011. “Gangs a Symptom of Poverty Spiral.” NZ Herald. NZ Herald. January 4, 
2011. https://www.nzherald.co.nz/otara/news/article.cfm?l_id=526&objectid=10697843.
Fig 2. Map of Auckland district boards and the four local boards 
that make up South Auckland. Image by author.
Fig 3. Location of Counties Manukau showing high deprivation in and around the South 
Auckland area. Based on the New Zealand’s Index of Multiple Deprivation. Image 
author unknown.
Fig 1. Ioane Vaelei, his wife Shelley Asesela and six daughters Anelia 10, Fatulua 9, Taia 
8, Emme 6, Maia 4 and Birateiti 2. The family live in a one-room motel. Image by Dean 
Purcell.
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1.3 Aims / objectives of the project
This project responds to the need for a safe space for the youth of 
Manurewa, Clendon Park, Weymouth, and Wattle Downs to be able to 
learn and exercise in a safe environment and to then give back to their 
community. Youth in this area are surrounded by negativity. They do 
not have many positive options or role models to look up to and they 
often lack any sense of belonging to their community. This means that 
the young people in the area can be easily swayed by many of the 
negative surrounding influences such as gangs, violence, crime etc. The 
environment has stayed the same for generations, creating a seemingly 
never-ending cycle. This project aims to interrupt this cycle by giving youth 
a place that takes them off the street and into a safe environment with 
positive guidance in their spare time. A positive space for youth can give 
hope and a sense of belonging that many so desperately need.
1.4 Research question
How can a facility for sports and recreation create a safe space for 
disadvantaged youth and foster their engagement with society?
1.5 Scope and limitations
This research investigates one specific area in south Auckland and how 
youth between the ages of 13 to 18 can be helped to achieve better life 
outcomes through the provision of a new community space. The focus on 
this age range is reinforced by both local and international precedents. 
The Ministry of Youth Development in New Zealand defines the age range 
between 12-24 years old, as this is when children develop into teenagers 
and grow to understand the responsibilities of adulthood10.
Manukau East MP Jenny Salesa has said “violence in the community is 
often a complex issue without a silver-bullet solution”11. This project is 
by no means a “silver-bullet solution”, aiming instead to alleviate some 
key contributing factors to the complex issue12. It is clear that one of 
the key ways to help resolve many of these issues is to target youth, as 
evidence suggests this has helped to alleviate the issues in the past in 
South Auckland. Targeting the youth is the most agreed-upon option, with 
community leaders like Jenny Salesa and Auckland Council’s Manukau 
Ward Councillor Alf Filipaina stating that the funding of youth workers is 
heavily supported13.
This project does not aim to help alleviate all of south Auckland’s problems 
or the contextual contributing social problems such as poor housing, lack 
of job opportunities, etc, but it should certainly help alleviate some social 
problems for youth using this facility within Manurewa and Clendon Park 
because of the close correlation between poor education and low income, 
etc. This project and the facility focuses on youth development through 
reinforcing positive relationships, developing self-belief and sense of worth. 
The focus is on youth themselves and giving them the agency to better 
their situation.
1.2 Project Outline
This project is an architectural response to the inherent need for the 
creation of a youth-focused hub or facility to support creative, recreational 
and social programmes aimed to engage teenagers in Auckland’s southern 
suburb of Manurewa. It is a response to the locals’ need for positive/safe 
spaces and will contain a combat centre, gym, basketball court, dance 
studio, music studio, study areas, as well as external spaces for people to 
relax in. These programmes are designed to coexist in harmony and for 
the different spaces and functions to successfully work together for the 
youth of Manurewa.
10 “AN INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF YOUTH POLICY.” 
2010.
Wellington: Ministry of Youth Development. 
11 RNZ News. 2019. “Crime on the Rise in South Auckland: ‘Honestly Speaking It Is Scary’.” 
RNZ. RNZ. August 26, 2019. https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/397538/crime-on-the-rise-
in-south-auckland-honestly-speaking-it-is-scary.
12 RNZ News. 2019. “Crime on the Rise in South Auckland: ‘Honestly Speaking It Is Scary’.” 
RNZ. RNZ. August 26, 2019. https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/397538/crime-on-the-rise-
in-south-auckland-honestly-speaking-it-is-scary. 
13 RNZ News. 2019. “Crime on the Rise in South Auckland: ‘Honestly Speaking It Is Scary’.” 
RNZ. RNZ. August 26, 2019. https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/397538/crime-on-the-rise-
in-south-auckland-honestly-speaking-it-is-scary.
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1.6 State of knowledge in the field
The problem with many disadvantaged youth is that they lack a sense of 
belonging so they turn to crime, violence and gangs. The disadvantaged 
youth are often surrounded with a terrible environment and the exposure 
to this rubs off on them. South Aucklands problems esculated since the 
1980s when there was a large influx of immigration. The common method 
of tackling the problem is through verbal communication such as mentors. 
Collaboration and/or input from youth workers is key to the success of 
architectural and non-architectural projects around this issue.
The most common response to helping communities and/or youth in low 
socio-economic areas (whether Auckland, New Zealand or other parts 
of the world) has been community centres. The community centres in 
New Zealand are often quite generic and most are very similar as they 
often facilitate large rooms for events/sports which programmes can run 
from. These community centres do work well for the community as a 
whole because the large spaces cater to a large variety of uses but the 
problems with this is that there are so many events/programmes going 
on within the facility which makes it unappealing, especially for youth. It 
does not appeal to many youth because they usually lack the feeling of a 
safe space due to the sheer variety of events that take place in this type 
of facility. The spaces are over-programmed that do not allow youth to be 
self-determining. For example, there could be a class running for elderly 
exercising, which the ideology that teens get from this is that it becomes a 
very unappealing place to go to.
Diving deeper into more specific ways people have helped out the youth for 
low socio-economic communities provides outcomes that are not the usual 
response. Over the last decade, recreation and sport has increasingly 
become a more popular option instead of the dated community centre due 
to the success in engaging the community and youth specifically, keeping 
them engaged for long periods of time. The main reason is that targeting 
youth has been proved to be the most important time period in life that 
moulds people into adulthood.
The facility can become the place to go to and hang out after school as 
well as having the potential to be a second home for many.
The precedents selected are from a range of countries/regions. Each of the 
programmes have been selected based on the cultural needs and wants 
of the nearby neighbourhood, so having a deep understanding of South 
Auckland and Manurewa is fundamental to programme selection.
There has been big success in implementing sports and recreation areas 
in low socio-economic areas but many of these projects are of a very 
small scale that have little money put into them. This project aims to take 
the sporting idea a step further, which very few projects around the world 
have done. Creating a sporting and recreational hub at a larger scale with 
multiple programmes that appeal to a wide range of youth has been shown 
to be very successful, with the likes of streetmekka Viborg (a cultural 
destination for sports) winning multiple awards.
A programme that has not been implemented before is a programme 
in architecture which has been a huge success on a small scale in low 
income areas: combat sports. Perhaps combat sports are not thought 
about in the architecture realm because of its negative connotations but, 
through the research shown further on, it will most likely be the most 
effective of the programmes.
The precedents and case studies show that engaging kids and/or 
teenagers and no other age range allows the youth to always have a safe 
space to go to if they need.
1.7 Methodology
This is a research by design project, as design is a significant part of the 
research process. There is no clear-cut definition of research by design 
as it varies slightly depending on the process, but for this project it could 
be defined as describing the various ways in which design and research 
are interconnected and any kind of inquiry in which design is a substantial 
part of the research process14;15. Most of this projects design comes from 
understanding the environment in which it sits. By understanding the 
surrounding environment one gets to see the multifaceted context which 
selects appropriate precedents and literature to learn from. Learning from 
the precedents and literature, objectives are created to which the design 
process is constantly been tested against. Each step of the process, 
whether first or last, will always be connected to each other.
The problem of youth in low socio-economic areas is being disadvantaged 
by complex social environments and lack of facilities that support is 
identified in South Auckland, specifically Manurewa.
The precedents selected cover a broad range of projects surrounding 
the youth and/or disadvantaged peoples to get an understanding of the 
big picture and what could potentially work well in Manurewa. Breaking 
down the precedents into their historical, typological, programmatic and 
contemporary profiles allows us to see the relationship between the 
project’s context and the design outcomes.
In many countries around the world there are pockets of disadvantaged 
youth. They do not have the same opportunities and therefore often repeat 
the same mistakes that generations before them have made. Because 
of the interconnecting relationships that make up disadvantaged youth, 
even if located in different countries, the principles to follow for programme 
design are quite similar. Auckland has the typical city traits where the 
wealthy are generally located at the centre and the underprivileged are 
pushed to the outskirts. South Auckland and Manurewa are areas that 
are a result of the underprivileged been pushed to the outskirts of a city 
as seen with many of the problems once occurring at the top of South 
Auckland (Otara) shifting towards the lower end of South Auckland 
(Manurewa)16.
The project then dives into the site analysis to see what youth-related 
facilities are in the vicinity of the selected site to gauge what support 
systems are in place and what is missing. Manurewa was selected for the 
factors discussed above and for the lack of existing positive youth facilities. 
Analysis of how users and non-users of the site operate in and around 
the site has been made. Also considered were the general contextual 
typologies of similar facilities, the size and scale of the environment and 
the make-up of James Cook High School, as this is an extension of this 
safe space.
The design is framed around the site’s theory, objectives and criteria in 
4.5 that have come from the literature and precedents. The conceptual 
responses, testing and development are evaluated and refined to make 
sure the objectives are met.
As a result of the research by design process, the outcomes can be 
transferred to other sites with similar conditions to provide similar positive 
outcomes. Although many of the design decisions were specific to the 
site’s context of Manurewa, the design process could be taken and applied 
to many other sites in New Zealand and other parts of the world where the 
youth are at a disadvantage in low socio-economic areas.
14 Hauberg, Jørgen. 2011. Research by Design – a Research Strategy . Revista Lusófona 
de Arquitectura e Educação.
15 “C. RESEARCH by DESIGN - Definition.” n.d. ResEAAErch. Accessed September 21, 
2019. http://reseaaerch.wikidot.com/research-by-design.
16 RNZ News. 2019. “Crime on the Rise in South Auckland: ‘Honestly Speaking It Is Scary’.” 
RNZ. RNZ. August 26, 2019. https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/397538/crime-on-the-rise-
in-south-auckland-honestly-speaking-it-is-scary.
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2.0 CONTEXT 
Fig 4. Diagrammatic process of the methodology. 
Image by author.
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The main problem with many of Auckland’s Southern communities is the 
high level of violence, gangs and crime. These result in many of the people 
living in these areas frequently feeling unsafe and on alert. There are many 
contributing factors that create the high violence from gangs and crime 
but it basically reduces to the environmental conditions that these people 
are situated in. Many in South Auckland are often surrounded by a poor 
environment so that becomes the norm growing up. As a result, there are 
often generations of families that stay in the same environment and get 
stuck in the same cycle.
Many of these problems not only occur in Auckland’s Southern 
communities but in many other parts of the world too. The American 
gang and hip-hop culture has only enhanced the problems in low socio-
economic areas and has had a huge influence on many countries, 
including New Zealand. This can be seen with hip-hop music making 
top of the charts in mainstream media in the last few decades and much 
more frequently the last few years. South Auckland, a place where there 
is a strong American cultural influence has coincidently had a large rise in 
gang activity and violence where guns are now being used to kill people.
Youth in Auckland and in particular, South Auckland, are subject to poor 
environmental conditions so that they do not get the opportunities that 
many youths in New Zealand have available. The poor environmental 
conditions are a range of negative things that have an indirect effect on 
each other and vary from youth to youth. The conditions in low socio-
economic areas are unfortunately more likely to consist of broken families, 
family harm, drug abuse, alcohol abuse, lack of/poor role models, gang 
affiliation, poor housing conditions, poor health, low income, lack of 
education and other factors. It is a toxic cycle that becomes very hard to 
break. For example, poor health is a result of low income and low income 
leads to crime.
There are many broken families in South Auckland that makes it unsafe 
for many young people in their own homes. Counties Manukau District 
Commander Superintendent Jill Rogers said in August 2018 “Family 
harm is a big contributor to what we require to respond to. There is a high 
number of youth population in the area”17. Youth worker Warren Manuel 
said that “almost half of the youth have a sole parent in the Clendon/
Manurewa area”18. Police respond to about 110,000 family violence call-
outs every year, with children present at two thirds of those events19. Class 
A drugs have a far worse effect than alcohol and most of the abusers are 
people in their mid 30s and 40s, often Maori, and in low socio-economic 
areas like Manurewa. What is really sad is that these are people who 
are likely unemployed, they have often got young kids,” heart failure 
cardiologist Dr Raewyn Fisher said. “It’s just another sort of social and 
family destruction.”20
17 Newshub. 2018. “Meth, Family Violence, and Gang Crime: What South Auckland’s New 
Cops Face on Frontline.” Newshub. August 20, 2018. https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/
new-zealand/2018/08/meth-family- violence-and-gang-crime-what-south-auckland-s-new-
cops-face-on-frontline.html. 
18 NZ Herald. 2017. “Gangs a Symptom of Poverty Spiral.” NZ Herald. NZ Herald. August 
31, 2017.
19 RNZ News. 2016. “NZ’s ‘Devastating’ Family Violence Rate.” RNZ. RNZ. September 14, 
2016. https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/313155/nz’s-’devastating’-family-violence-rate. 
20 “New Research Reveals Heartbreaking Cost of Meth and a Growing Problem.” 2019. 
Stuff. September 19, 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/115930211/new-re-
search-reveals-heartbreaking-cost-of-meth-and-a-growing-problem.
2.1 Complexities for youth in South Auckland
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2.2 Cultural influences on youth in Manurewa
Crime/anti-social behaviour
Crime within the whole of New Zealand has been shown to be on a 
constant decline from the 1990s, which is impressive considering the 
population increase. From 2005 to 2013, the total number of incidents has 
fallen from 2.9 million to 1.9 million21. There is a lack of statistics on crime 
since 2013 because the 2018 census is still to be released towards the 
end of 2019, but, from the information that we can access, we can see the 
trend continues to decline. From Jan 2018 to Jan 2019, total victimisations 
have decreased 1.9%22. Counties Manukau in Auckland has also followed 
suit since the 1990s but it appears that, since 2014, Counties Manukau 
has made a turn for the worse. From 2014 to 2016 there has been a 30% 
rise in assaults. Robberies in Counties Manukau have almost doubled from 
48 in 2014 to 93 in 2016 and burglaries have increased 40%23. Dominos 
have even had to stop delivering pizzas and other companies have 
stopped their services to certain streets in South Auckland because of staff 
being subject to assault. A Domino’s spokeswoman confirmed there had 
been a number of assaults on staff 24.
Sir David Carruthers, a former Chief District Court Judge and now head of 
the Independent Police Conduct Authority, says there is a direct correlation 
between youth not being in school and the increasing crime rates25. When 
looking at James Cook High School you can see that the total number of 
students decrease exponentially each year from year 10 onwards, which 
is really is quite worrying. There are 287 15 year-olds, 200 16 year-olds, 
164 17 year-olds and only 35 18 year-olds26. By creating a safe space 
for youth to express themselves and explore who they are in a supportive, 
and non-government (MoE, Police, MoJ, MSD etc) influenced space that 
is linked to the school, the hope is that students will be encouraged to 
maintain engagement in their education through to the end of year 13.
21 “Ministry of Justice.” 2018. The Extent & Nature of Crime | New Zealand Ministry of Jus-
tice. May 30, 2018. https://www.justice.govt.nz/justice-sector-policy/research-data/nzcass/
survey-results/the-extent-and-nature-of-crime/. 
22 “CRIME IN NEW ZEALAND AT A GLANCE.” 2019. New Zealand Police. 23Dastgheib, 
Shabnam. 2016. “South Auckland Crime on the Rise, New Statistics Reveal.” Stuff. August 
21, 2016. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/83758441/south-auckland-crime-on-the-
rise-new-statistics-reveal.
24 NZ Herald. 2019. “Domino’s Refuses to Deliver to Auckland Street after Assaults.” NZ 
Herald. NZ Herald. September 4, 2019. https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_
id=1&objectid=12264701. 
25 “Crime in New Zealand.” 2019. Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation. April 18, 2019. https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crime_in_New_Zealand. 
26 “Ministry of Education - Education Counts.” n.d. James Cook High School: Student Pop-
ulation - Age. Accessed May 12, 2019. https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/find-school/
school/population/age?district=®ion=&school=100.
Gangs
The American hip hop culture grew from gang culture and is intertwined 
with it still. There is a large influence from the highly popular American 
gangs Bloods and Crips that has become much more popular in South 
Auckland. The Black Panthers is another party/gang that started in 
America and made its way to New Zealand to become the prominent 
gang Black Power. The Black Panthers had a large influence on coloured 
people in the 1970s in America as it gave them voices in public spaces and 
addressed many issues about black problems. This is something that a lot 
of South Auckland’s communities can relate to - the disadvantage of being 
a minority in a society that still favours being white. The vulnerable youth 
and young males who are easily influenced (from the way hip hop tends 
to glorify gang culture) really do try and follow in the footsteps by taking 
on the American gang mannerisms, music, pride, loyalty, organisation and 
leadership. 
Youth workers have the best knowledge and understanding of how to work 
with youth and their needs as they have a huge amount of experience with 
them. The one on one experience of youth workers trumps statistics, which 
is why any information they share is quite invaluable. A great example that 
shows the value of a youth workers is the successful project Randwick 
skatepark, transforming Randwick Park in South Auckland. Youth worker 
Alex Smith said joining a gang is attractive, and life in parts of Manurewa 
and Clendon is decidedly bleak. Otara youth worker Sully Paea said: 
“Clendon is the Otara now. They have bigger issues in ‘Rewa now than we 
have.” “A lot of kids are getting jumped. Some of it is about whether you 
join this crew or that crew. It’s silly things like what colour you’re wearing, 
like the boy who was beaten because of his yellow T-shirt.”27 
Tribesmen and Killer Beez have been causing the most disruption within 
the South Auckland community because of gang warfare that has been 
ensuing towards the end of 2018 – 2019. It is still an unfolding story at 
the time of this project’s hand in, despite the youthful Killer Beez starting 
as a feeder in the early 2000s to the Tribesmen28. Not only that but gang 
activity seems to have increased dramatically in the past year to make 
South Auckland communities feel very unsafe. There have been about 
a dozen shootings in the past year and most of them are gang-related. 
The gang warfare has created massive tension between South Auckland 
communities and it has only worsened since the Killer Beez president was 
shot at the end of April29. Things are only expected to worsen now that the 
president has been shot as it provides a great opportunity for prospects to 
make a name for themselves. “Manukau councillor Alf Filipaina, a former 
police officer, said “The level of violence is among the worst I have seen 
in sixty years of living in the area. There have been around three gang-
related deaths to shootings and many lucky to still be alive.” He made this 
statement on the 26th of May, 201930. The school kids in Otara have even 
had to go to the lengths of having special security arrangements before 
and after school due to the fear of gang war31. 
27 NZ Herald. 2017. “Gangs a Symptom of Poverty Spiral.” NZ Herald. NZ Herald. August 
31, 2017. https://www.nzherald.co.nz/otara/news/article.cfm?l_id=526&objectid=10697843.
28 “Killer Beez (Gang).” 2019. Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation. April 26, 2019. https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killer_Beez_(gang).
29 “South Auckland Shootings Raise Fears in Community - Mayor.” 2019. South Auckland 
Shootings Raise Fears in Community - Mayor. RNZ. May 2, 2019. https://www.radionz.
co.nz/news/national/388268/south-auckland-shootings-raise-fears-in-community-mayor.
30NZ Herald. 2019. “‘Is It Unusual? Hell Yes.’ Violence in South Auckland Shocks 
Long-Serving Politician and Former Cop.” NZ Herald. NZ Herald. May 25, 2019. https://
www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12234369.
31 NZ Herald. 2019. “South Auckland School’s Safety Measures as Gang Tensions between 
Killer Beez and Tribesmen Rise.” NZ Herald. NZ Herald. May 1, 2019. https://www.nzherald.
co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12227004.
Fig 8. South Auckland youth gang brawl between the 
bloods and cripps. Image author unknown.
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American hip hop influence
The gang culture is heavily influenced by the American hip hop scene, 
both associating with each other on a social ecological level. The unique 
community in Manurewa is heavily influenced by the American hip hop 
culture from the 1980s until now32. This can be seen with the American 
football and baseball teams surrounding Manurewa and James Cook High 
school, as well as the hip hop dance groups and many Pacific and Maori 
lyrical rappers in the hip hop game. Rappers like Savage, David Dallas, 
and Sid Diamond are prime examples of successors within the South 
Auckland community. The rappers went through those hard times of being 
a disadvantaged youth so they can articulate and tell stories of what life is 
like at the bottom of the pile, so listening to this music can help understand 
the reality of day to day life for these people. From American hip hop artists 
like schoolboy Q to South Auckland’s Sid Diamond, the message received 
from many of the songs are similar: loyalty and pride plays a huge part in 
this environment. It is as if you have a responsibility to stand up for the 
people you love and care for and also for the locals in your community. 
Even if you are put in a situation that could put you in harm’s way, you 
have to stick up for those around you. Another important aspect in the 
disadvantaged community, whether in America or New Zealand, is a dislike 
of “outsiders” (people who aren’t part of their community). The outsiders 
often don’t know the hardships of what they have been through, they are 
quick to judge and friction is created. Therefore, when the outsiders want 
to come in and make changes there is often a negative backlash from 
the locals. Paying respect to the cultural and community values is a very 
important factor for the project so that the project can be accepted by the 
locals. This is key to this projects design as this projects facility will only be 
used if it appeals to the locals and can be accepted.
Fighting
In Manurewa there is a youth culture that draws on regular negative 
connotations and habits such as fighting. Fighting is a big part of what 
makes up the negative culture. The way fights are set up are like many 
other schools. Many of the fights are organised online or through word 
of mouth at school and then after school is usually when the fights take 
place. The fights are often not far from the school grounds on a quiet street 
where they won’t be caught by teachers or the public. There are many 
examples such as Alfriston College in Manurewa which often has fights in 
the quietest side street closest to the school on Sarteano Drive. Auckland 
Grammar school students usually holds fights on a quiet street near the 
school on the corner of Maungawhau Road and Seccombes Road. It is 
hard to get statistics that support the amount of fighting that happens in 
Manurewa and the high schools because these things are kept under 
wraps by the fighters and viewers, but it is clear from the sheer amount 
of news reports and personal experience that there is a much higher 
percentage of youth fighting involving Manurewa than other schools in 
less deprived areas of Auckland. A great example of this is the news report 
that made headlines in South Auckland in 2015 where up to 50 Manurewa 
High school students brawled in an organised fight. The police were almost 
powerless trying to stop the fighting and were themselves assaulted by 
the students. These brawls involving many people or 10-20 people are not 
uncommon in Manurewa. A brawl in 2017 occurred between 15 Manurewa 
high school students that followed an attack at the school. This forced two 
students to stay home out of fear for their own safety33. Mid 2018 saw a 16 
year old James Cook High School student left in critical condition due to 
an assault at interval time34. September 25, 2019 had one of the biggest 
brawls take place, with approximately 100 students involved between 
Manurewa High School and James Cook High School. The brawl was 
located at an intersection a few hundred meters from this project’s site35.
So not only does this facility need to be an option for the ‘cool’ troubled 
youth but it also must be a safe space for victims or people who are 
perhaps scared to go into school. These safe spaces will have to be 
controlled so that the bullies cannot interact with the victims in a harmful 
way.
The heart, pride and tough life experiences that comes from being brought 
up in disadvantaged areas of South Auckland often shows when they get 
in the ring. Their strength and resilience is shown with hard hits and an 
attacking nature. They don’t take a step back. 
Disadvantage
Disadvantage is an unfavorable circumstance or condition that reduces 
the chances of success or effectiveness. The future of the youth is very 
bleak because of unfavourable circumstances and conditions that reduce 
the chances of being employed, high income, good health and quality 
education. The poor conditions that many disadvantaged youth in South 
Auckland are subject to results in increased poverty, high unemployment, 
low income, high crime, poor health and a lack of education. It becomes 
a vicious cycle for many families as a lack of education (many youth drop 
out of James Cook High School let alone go onto tertiary education) means 
that they often get low income jobs. With low income it becomes very hard 
just to put food on the table so stealing becomes an easy way to make 
quick money. With lack of money for food, the quality of food goes down 
as families order cheap meals that hold little nutrition which creates poor 
health. Many of the disadvantaged youth have trouble turning their lives 
around as the youth often look up to their role models (often parent(s) or 
sibling(s)) and follow in their footsteps.
32 Coates, Joe. 2018. “New Zealand’s 10 Best Rappers.” Culture Trip. January 20, 2018. 
https://theculturetrip.com/pacific/new-zealand/articles/new-zealands-10-best-rappers/.
33 “Two Men Arrested, One Boy Hospitalised after 15-Person Brawl in South Auckland.” 
2017. Stuff. March 22, 2017. https://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/90715366/school-students-
victims-in-south-auckland-brawl-principal-says.
34 2018. “Auckland Student, 16, Rushed to Hospital in Critical Condition after Assault during 
Morning Interval.” 1 NEWS NOW. May 28, 2018. https://www.tvnz.co.nz/one-news/new-zea-
land/auckland-student-16-rushed-hospital-in-critical-condition-after-assault-during-morn-
ing-interval.
35 KEOGH, BRITTANY. 2019. “Police Stop Huge Brawl between 100 Teenagers from 
Two Auckland Schools.” Stuff. September 25, 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/
crime/116098704/police-stop-huge-brawl-between-100-teenagers-from-two-auckland-
schools.
36 “David Dallas Feat. Sid Diamond & Mareko - Southside Lyrics.” n.d. MusiXmatch. 
Accessed September 24, 2019. https://www.musixmatch.com/lyrics/David-Dallas-Sid-Dia-
mond-Mareko/Southside-feat-Sid-Diamond-Mareko.
36 “Ministry of Education - Education Counts.” n.d. Manurewa High School: Student Popula-
tion - Trends. Accessed August 11, 2019. https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/find-school/
school/population/trends?district=®ion=&school=99.
38“Ministry of Education - Education Counts.” n.d. James Cook High School: Student Pop-
ulation - Age. Accessed August 11, 2019. https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/find-school/
school/population/age?district=®ion=&school=100.
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Maori and Pacific Peoples
Many of the disadvantaged are Maori or Pacific people. There is a large 
amount of Pacific Islanders in South Auckland because the 1980s and 
mid 2000s saw many immigrants from the Pacific Islands with little 
knowledge and money in hope for a better life and an education36. As with 
most cities, the low socio-economic families spread to the outskirts where 
South Auckland and Manurewa sits because of the housing is within the 
budget of the low-income immigrants and families. There are no statistics 
on Manurewa’s ethnicity but there are for the two High Schools within 
Manurewa. Manurewa High school has 47% Pacific and 24% Maori37. 
James Cook High School in Manurewa has 41% Pacific and 48% Maori38. 
That is roughly 70-90% of youth in Manurewa who are either Maori or 
Pacific. This project has therefore framed some of the objectives around 
the Maori and Pacific cultural values as seen under ‘5.0 Objectives’, 
making sure that the project will be accepted by the locals as this project 
is for them. The users of the facility need to feel comfortable and welcome 
within the space.
It is important to understand what groups are doing to help improve youth 
and/or low socio-economic areas to see the broad overview. This project 
breaks down some of the most relevant non-architectural youth support 
systems in and around Manurewa.
There are many different approaches to help solve similar issues but the 
non-architectural approach seems to be less effective. This is because 
the programmes that run without a facility as a base do not have an 
identity within an area. The key thing here is ‘identity’. The programmes 
often find a community building where many other events are run from it 
and so there is no identity for the building. One minute it could be used 
as a party, later on it could be used as funeral. A facility-based building 
that has a programme or multiple coherent programmes with one goal in 
mind, e.g. youth support, shows how much more effective it is at bettering 
a community. This is because an identity is created with a facility-based 
building and that positivity feeds into the community, as seen with the 
precedent of Randwick Park.
2.3 Existing non-architectural youth support systems
Fig 9. Polyfest 2017 - Samoan and Tongan stage. Image author unknown.
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YMCA
Location/organisation/affiliation: International/Christian association
Date: 1844 - now
Type: Community
YMCA is a very successful non-profit organisation that has over 
100 facilities located throughout New Zealand. It aims to strengthen 
communities and does that by running various programmes for children 
right through to seniors. The programmes differ depending on what best 
serves the local community the facility is located in. The specializing 
programmes is vital to the success of enhancing a range of communities 
and this is the approach this project follows. The approach can be seen in 
this project with the breakdown of Manurewa which is then used to inform 
design decisions. 
The YMCA actually has a facility in Manurewa but it is an early learning 
centre and so is not for older youth. This would have been a well-thought-
out facility and very useful for Manurewa as there is such a high number of 
young people in the area. 
The enclosed facilities usually include open rooms, gyms, a range of courts 
(basketball, squash) and the common amenities for a large public facility 
like reception, kitchen and bathroom. projects designed much like this are 
discussed later in this document.
The programmes run at YMCA are not only within the facility but are also 
run outside it. For example, there are two programmes for YMCA youth - 
raise up as seen in figure 10 and family camp. External programmes are 
something that could be used for this project implementation so being 
aware of this is important.
The Southern Initiative
Location/organisation/affiliation: South Auckland/Council
Date: 2012 - now
Type: Community
The Southern Initiative is specific to South Auckland and is run by the 
Auckland Council as one of their two programmes in the Auckland plan 
that started in 2012. Just like the breakdown of this explanatory document, 
it identifies the complex social, economic, cultural and environmental 
challenges that South Auckland is subject to. Architecture is one of the 
ways in which to respond. It also identifies South Auckland with significant 
economic opportunity and high social needs. Before this, the government 
was essentially handing out money and letting South Aucklanders with 
the most need deal with the issues. Now the Southern Initiative’s in place, 
it works in cooperation with locals and are attempting to engage social 
and community innovation. The Southern Initiative states “The purpose 
of the Southern Initiative is to plan and deliver a long-term programme of 
coordinated investment and actions to bring about transformational social, 
economic and physical change.”39
The Southern Initiative has proved to be very successful and has attracted 
attention internationally40. The Randwick Park transformation was seen 
as the precedent that The Southern Initiative was part of and is a great 
architectural response to an extremely successful project.
39  Auckland Council. n.d. “The Southern Initiative.” Auckland Council. Accessed Septem-
ber 26, 2019. https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/
our-plans-strategies/auckland-plan/belonging-participation/Pages/the-southern-initiative.
aspx.
40   “The Southern Initiative Is Auckland’s Quiet Achiever.” 2018. Newsroom. November 
19, 2018. https://www.newsroom.co.nz/2018/11/11/312828/the-southern-initiative-is-auck-
lands-quiet-achiever.
41 “About Man Up.” n.d. Manupnz. Accessed September 26, 2019. https://www.manup.org.
nz/about-us.
Man Up
Location/organisation/affiliation: South Auckland/Council
Date: 2012 - now
Type: Family/fathers 
Man up is a programme that aims to improve very troubled families and 
fathers who were often once in prison. It strengthens men to become better 
fathers, husbands, and leaders in their home and community by talking 
to each other and giving guidance. Man Up is a 15 week programme 
that helps identify, expose and understand core root issues of why men 
experience dysfunctions41. It targets men and not youth. It nevertheless 
has similar goals and outcomes to this project but it has a different 
approach. A brotherhood is created as in sports that creates a bond 
between the like-minded group. The programme is active throughout New 
Zealand and Australia. There have been classes held in Manurewa and 
Clendon community house in the past which have proved to be successful.
Fig 11. Man up held in Manurewa . Image author unknown.
Fig 10. YMCA, Raise Up, Walk the line fashion show event. Image author unknown.
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3.0 LITERATURE REVIEW 
Oranga Tamariki - Ministry for Children (10-14 year olds)
Location/organisation/affiliation: New Zealand/Government
Date: 1999 - now
Type: Children and youth
Oranga Tamariki is for children up to the age of 18 and is a government 
run department for children at risk of harm, youth offenders and children of 
the state43;44. They have a range of programmes that support families and 
communities. Oranga Tamariki confirms many of the main decisions that 
were made throughout this project.
 Like many other groups, this organisation identifies that the programmes 
differ depending on where the department is located. They also talk about 
how many of the troubled youth are in a cycle that is difficult to break45. 
Just like this project, it locates the youth that needs the most help and also 
look at the index of deprivation to indicate the areas of high community 
need46. For youth aged 11 to 17, the programmes involve sports and 
activities so that the troubled youth can have fun and stay stimulated. 
This is one of many reasons why sporting activities were selected for this 
project. 
Oranga Tamariki also identifies that James Cook High School is one of 
seven schools where its students are at risk of, or are actively disengaging 
from, school. The department then sends in youth workers to help students 
improve their school attendance, engagement, achievement and wellbeing, 
with an emphasis on mental health. This service only runs for year 9 and 
10 students and the statistics show that school attendance for year 9 and 
10 is somewhat healthy, not having too much of a drop off rate, being only 
from 297 to 287 students46. However, from year 11 to 13 there is a huge 
drop off from 287 to 164 students. This shows the levels of success that 
mentors have with at-risk students.
42 “Ministry for Children.” 2019. Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation. September 4, 2019. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_for_Children.
43 “Oranga Tamariki Act 1989Children’s and Young People’s Well-Being Act 1989.” n.d. 
Oranga Tamariki Act 1989 No 24 (as at 01 July 2019), Public Act 2 Interpretation – New 
Zealand Legislation. Accessed September 27, 2019. http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/pub-
lic/1989/0024/latest/DLM147094.html.
44 “Programmes and Services.” n.d. Oranga Tamariki-Ministry for Children. Accessed 
September 27, 2019. https://www.orangatamariki.govt.nz/working-with-children/pro-
gramme-and-forums/.
45 “Programmes and Services.” n.d. Oranga Tamariki-Ministry for Children. Accessed 
September 27, 2019. https://www.orangatamariki.govt.nz/working-with-children/pro-
gramme-and-forums/.
46 “Ministry of Education - Education Counts.” 2018. James Cook High School: Student 
Population - Age. July 1, 2018. https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/find-school/school/pop-
ulation/age?district=®ion&school=100.
The staff in this project will act as mentors so the levels of success 
is expected to be somewhat similar to what was achieved in Oranga 
Tamariki.
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3.1 Problem
Lack of identity, value and belonging - gangs and crime
Many at-risk youth do not have an option for a healthy sense of identity, 
value and belonging As a result they turn to the easiest outlet that will 
provide this - destructive behaviour or groups such as gangs47. The main 
ways people get that value and belonging is with strong relationships 
with family members, friends, partners, groups and community. Family 
members are shown to be the most influential on youth violence, with the 
community following close behind48. With many of these key relationships 
being broken in highly deprived areas it is no wonder youth seek value and 
identity elsewhere.
Family goes a long way to providing a sense of belonging to one’s life, 
especially when young. Family harm and dysfunctional families is a 
common occurrence in South Auckland so youth grow up thinking this is 
normal behaviour. It is often a parent or sibling who becomes a role model 
for youth. In South Auckland it is most often an older sibling who largely 
influences a younger sibling for many reasons. 
The lack of community feeling just adds to the feeling of not being 
valued and not having a sense of belonging. Almost one in three young 
people aged 18 to 24 years old feel the lack of community for the whole 
of Auckland compared to 19 per cent for all Aucklanders49. “On many 
measures of sense of community and connection to the neighbourhood, 
young people had less positive responses than other age groups.”50  
From what many people have said through researching songs from 
South Auckland, talking to Vini and countless interactions with South 
Aucklanders, it is clear there is a strong sense of community in South 
Auckland even though they turn on each other very quickly. The community 
in South Auckland is unhealthy though, as it glorifies fighting and gangs. 
There is strong loyalty with the community or groups within the community 
even if it gets them in trouble. It is as if the community identify as a minority 
so they have to stick together.
“stand tall for my street even if it starts beef” 51 
“but if you in this crack this every hori’s got your back” 52 
47 Oelofsen, Iralda. 2012. “Facilitating sense of belonging of children in fractured families 
from disadvantaged communities utilising bibliotherapeutic techniques”. “PDF.” Potchef-
stroom.
48 Antunes, Maria. “FAMILY MANAGEMENT AND YOUTH VIOLENCE: ARE PARENTS OR 
COMMUNITY MORE SALIENT?”. April 1, 2014. 1
49 “A Profile of Children and Young People in Auckland”.“PDF.” 2016. Auckland.37
50 “A Profile of Children and Young People in Auckland”.“PDF.” 2016. Auckland.37
51 Dallas, David. 2014. “David Dallas - Southside Ft. Sid Diamond, Mareko (Official Video).” 
YouTube. YouTube. July 31, 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZIcgMFh-Z4.
52 tipene06. 2012. “Tipene - West Side Hori Remix Feat. Sid Diamond & Sir T [OFFICIAL 
VIDEO].” YouTube. YouTube. October 25, 2012. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PF2P-
fWjufw.
3.2 Theories
Architectural
There is limited literature about architecture’s relationship with youth 
violence, safe space etc. because it is still an emerging topic. It is just in 
the last few years that there have been architectural responses. The last 
few decades have seen verbal communication as an easy way to deal with 
the issues53. But,just because it is an easy way does not mean it is the 
right way. Verbal communication has been somewhat successful for some 
at-risk youth, but architectural responses in the past few years have proved 
to be much more successful as they improve the whole community and not 
just a select few. 
Giancarlo Mazzanti has discussed the importance of social spaces for 
learning. Social spaces that contain play have a very important role 
in society, especially amongst young people. Play can simultaneously 
cultivate joy and creativity. Facilitating unexpected behaviours and relations 
from play acts as another teacher54. “The teacher in this case, is the agent 
to learn, depending on different forms. The students decide what they want 
to do. They want to play with their body. The different spaces of this model 
are the results of the different corners to learn” 55.  This project maintains 
the same philosophy where the range of sports and recreation enable the 
students to learn and have their own agency. 
Socio-cultural
Socio-cultural aspects within a community have a large influence on youth. 
As violence is prevalent in disadvantaged communities, many youths are 
exposed to it. The large amount of violence shows in Manurewa through 
the sheer amount of brawls and fights reported. Most fights do not even 
make the news so one can only imagine how frequent fighting and violence 
occurs. Frequent and consistent exposure to adult anger that happens 
through family harm and within the community increases the chances of 
youth reacting with hostility towards others because of the development of 
aggressive social cognitions56.
Males have been shown to be more likely to witness violence than 
females and are held responsible for more violent crimes committed 
overall57. It makes sense that males are more violent as they are fuelled by 
testosterone and primal urges. Looking at fights, it is almost always males 
who are fighting and encouraging each other on while many females do 
not get involved or try to break it up.
Many Maori and Pacific in Manurewa become more exposed to violence, 
therefore they are more likely to perpetrate violence58.
53 Mundy, Jean. “developing anger and aggression control in youth in recreation and park 
systems”. 1997. article
54 “Giancarlo Mazzanti on Social Spaces for Learning.” 2019. ArchDaily. August 19, 2019. 
https://www.archdaily.com/923043/giancarlo-mazzanti-on-social-spaces-for-learning.
55 “Giancarlo Mazzanti on Social Spaces for Learning.” 2019. ArchDaily. August 19, 2019. 
https://www.archdaily.com/923043/giancarlo-mazzanti-on-social-spaces-for-learning.
56 Brookmeyer, Kathryn, Christopher Henrich, and Mary Schwab-Stone. “Adolescents Who 
Witness Community Violence: Can Parent Support and Prosocial Cognitions Protect Them 
From Committing Violence?”. 2005. “PDF.” Georgia. 918
57 Fitzpatrick, Kevin,  Janet Boldizar. “ the prevalence and consequences of exposure to 
violence among african-american youth”. 1993. “PDF”. Alabama
58 Brookmeyer, Kathryn, Christopher Henrich, and Mary Schwab-Stone. “Adolescents Who 
Witness Community Violence: Can Parent Support and Prosocial Cognitions Protect Them 
From Committing Violence?”. 2005. “PDF.” Georgia. 919
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3.3 Precedents and case studies
The main benefit of architecture as a response to the problem of youth 
violence is that it is usually more effective than other methods of solving. 
This is because an architecture facility has an identity that can spread 
its wings across the whole community. Architecture has shown on many 
occasions to completely transform suburbs or large areas in many 
countries, including New Zealand.
International
SPAIN LIBRARY PARKS IN MEDELLIN, COLOMBIA 
Location/organisation/affiliation: Colombia/Government
Date: 2007 - now
Type: Community
Colombia, specifically Medellin, was known for its harsh environments and 
was one of the most dangerous cities on earth twenty-five years ago59. 
Since then the city has completely turned around to become a tourist 
hotspot. There were five library parks added from 2005-2008 and, due to 
their success, five more parks were added from 2009-2011 that contributed 
to this turn-round60. The Spain Library Park is the most well-known and one 
of the first parks to be built in 200761.
Stanley Stewart has said that the Spain Library park “is part of the 
government’s social master plan programme to give equal economic 
and social opportunities to the population.” There are three programmes 
(library, auditorium, study rooms) that are situated in three different 
buildings next to each other. Like many other precedents, there is 
a centralised core/heart (for this project it is the platform) with other 
programmes wrapped around. New footpaths and roads were also built 
nearby to connect the library to the existing neighbourhood62. The building 
sits on top of a hill and has such a different typology to the surrounding 
buildings that it acts as a beacon to the neighbourhood just like the other 
precedent, The Gary Cormer Youth Centre.
The library was intentionally created with small windows, so that visitors 
could disconnect from the surrounding conditions of the neighbourhood, 
providing an ambient atmosphere for study and lecture (as seen in figure 
14) and creating a safe space63. Most of the project’s site next to James 
59 Stewart, Stanley, 2018, “How Medellin Went from Murder Capital to Hipster Holiday Des-
tination,” The Telegraph. Telegraph Media Group. January 4, 2018, https://www.telegraph.
co.uk/travel/destinations/south- america/colombia/articles/medellin-murder-capital-to-hip-
ster-destination/.
60 “Library Park (Colombia).” 2017, Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, April 7, 2017, https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_park_(Colombia).
61 “Biblioteca De España (Medellín).” 2018, Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, January 18, 
2018, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblioteca_de_España_(Medellín).
62 “España Library / Giancarlo Mazzanti.” 2008. ArchDaily. June 17, 2008. https://www.arch-
daily.com/2565/espana-library-giancarlo-mazzanti.
63 “España Library / Giancarlo Mazzanti.”
Cook High School has a connection to the negative outside environment 
(e.g. distracted by school students or negative influences in the community 
walking past) depending on where the building opens out onto, so a 
disconnection both visually and verbally has been considered in the 
design. A connection to the outside is viable only if it is positive, such as if it 
is somewhere where negative people outside of the safe space will not be 
and it is looking out onto natural vegetation and/or calming views. The only 
connection to the outside that has a positive view is the north-west side 
where there are large trees and no-one uses this area to walk.
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THE GARY CORMER YOUTH CENTRE IN CHICAGO, USA
Location/organisation/affiliation: USA/50+ partners
Date: 2006 - now
Type: Community/youth
The Gary Comer Youth Centre is located in Chicago, USA and was 
designed by John Ronan Architects. Out of the youth centres, this is 
the most closely related to this thesis’ project, because of the scale and 
cultural similarities, especially the large American hip hop influence in 
South Auckland.
This youth centre has one large space in the middle of the building that is 
used for training dance groups and can convert to a deployable 600-seat 
performance venue. Surrounding the positive, high energy gym are spaces 
that support educational and recreational programmes.
The roof garden is an inspired idea where youth learn to plant, water and 
feed crops. It teaches them essential skills, gives them purpose and can 
save much money as well as having many other benefits. The plants are 
then harvested and given to another programme which takes place in the 
kitchen, where they learn to cook. The gardening and cooking are essential 
life skills that youth can learn and apply at home to save money and help 
their caregivers. 
The cladding on the outside is brightly coloured, representing the youths’ 
energy. Small cement panels have been used so that they can be easily 
replaced after damage. This does often occur due to vandalism when 
places like these go up in low socio-economic areas so using easily 
replaceable panels is a great option. The building also has a tower that 
acts as a beacon of light that announces programmes and events64.
64 “The Gary Comer Youth Center / John Ronan Architects.” 2011. ArchDaily. December 9, 
2011. https://www.archdaily.com/189411/the-gary-comer-youth-center-john-ronan-archi-
tects.
Fig 17. Easily replaceable panels. Image 
author unknown.
Fig 18. Harvestable green roof. 
Image author unknown.
Fig 15 and 16. Adaptable gymnasium for practice space or deployable theatre seating. 
Image author unknown.
CHILBO CULTURE CENTRE FOR YOUTH
Location/organisation/affiliation: South Korea
Date: 2017 - now
Type: Youth
Located in Suwon-si, Gyeonggi-do, South Korea, this culture centre was 
only recently completed in 2017.
This centre is fundamentally different to this thesis’ project as it is for 
the upper class but there are certain aspects one can learn from it. 
The buildings’ design layout and use is a result of the country’s cultural 
background to explore their interests and hobbies. The hobbies that are 
popular in South Korea have been made use of in this building, which 
includes a futsal court, band practice rooms, singing rooms, gym and a 
dance studio. Having these interests and hobbies that are popular in the 
area means that it will cater to many people who walk through the doors 
and the chances for youth to find interest in a hobby significantly increases. 
The scale and form of the building has taken the shape of a typical 
barn house to make the users feel more relaxed and at home with their 
surroundings. Another key design decision that has been implemented into 
this project is that they have positioned the “noise zones” (singing room, 
band practice etc.) and “quiet zones” (information, meeting room etc.) 
away from each other so noise pollution doesn’t get from the noise zones 
to the quiet zones65.
65  “Gallery of Chilbo Culture Centre for Youth / Studio In Loco Utopian Architects - 13.” n.d. 
ArchDaily. Accessed October 11, 2018. https://www.archdaily.com/883360/chilbo-culture-
centre-for-youth-studio-in-loco- plus-utopian-architects/5a043977b22e38cbed000144-chil-
bo-culture-centre-for-youth-studio-in-loco-plus- utopian-architects-photo.
Fig 20. Plan showing “noise zone” spaces separated from “quiet zones”. Image author 
unknown.
Fig 19. Entrance to building - form like a typical house. Image author unknown.
28. 29.
PALACE OF SCHOOL CHILDREN 
Location/organisation/affiliation: Kazakhstan
Date: 2011 - now
Type: Children and youth
The Schoolchildren Creativity Palace is an enormous building that holds 
many activities in Astana, Kazakhstan. It was designed by Studio 44 
Architects with an area of 18,700 sqm and built in 201166. Despite the title 
saying ‘school children’ the building really caters for young adults (ca. 16-
22-year olds) with high-quality facilities and a design taken from cultural 
traditions.
The large cylinder was inspired from the Kazakh Yurt, a traditional 
dwelling67. This project could use this cultural philosophy to perhaps make 
some decisions in this projects’ design. Maori and the Pacific make up a 
large amount of people using this project’s facility, so investigation has 
been done on the ethnic traditions and values around architectural design. 
This basically boils down to the implementation of the Te Aranga Design 
Principles which is one of the criteria to be accepted by the locals.
66  “Palace of Schoolchildren / Studio 44 Architects.” 2014. ArchDaily. March 24, 2014. 
https://www.archdaily.com/488674/palace-of-schoolchildren-studio-44-architects.
67 “Palace of Schoolchildren / Studio 44 Architects.” 2014. ArchDaily. March 24, 2014. 
https://www.archdaily.com/488674/palace-of-schoolchildren-studio-44-architects.
Fig 21. Kazakh Yurt with a Shangyrak (wooden crown doming the central opening). Image 
author unknown.
Fig 22. Large cylinder reinterpreted of a Shangyrak. Image author unknown.
STREETMEKKA VIBORG
Location/organisation/affiliation: Denmark/Several organisations
Date: 2018 - now
Type: Community/youth
Streetmekka Viborg is located in Denmark and was complete in 2018. 
There are a range of activities for youth in a place that was once an 
abandoned warehouse. It follows a very similar approach to this thesis’ 
project, as it has a range of social spaces and activities to cater for a range 
of youth. 
“Targeting a broad demographic audience from across a variety of cultural 
backgrounds, gender, age and interests, our goal was to create an open 
and welcoming building, lowering the threshold for involvement and 
engagement. We achieved this by making a transparent building with a 
clear, well-defined organization intuitive to everyone,” says Foged. He 
continues: “An anti-elitist, pop-culture take on a hybrid between a sports 
facility and a culture house, that is robust enough to stay open to the public 
24 hours day without supervision and where the users are in charge and 
take initiative.”
Their aim is to meet the increasing demand for self-organized and 
individualized alternatives to the established club-sports and cultural 
activities. It attracts local youth and creates lasting social change through 
street-sports and culture, enabling integration and empowering them in 
their future lives.
The new Streetmekka 2.0 is for everyone. It doesn’t matter if one wants to 
participate, create, hang out or observe – there is a designated space for 
everything and everyone. The idea of expanding the original programme 
to include so many different types of activity under the same roof is based 
68 https://www.archdaily.com/902877/streetmekka-viborg-effekt
Fig 23.  Old warehouse wrapped 
in affordable translucent material. 
Image author unknown.
Fig 24. Multiuse courts. Image 
author unknown.
Fig 25.  Skatepark with graffiti art on 
the wall as they have similar cultural 
values. Image author unknown.
on the notion that co-existence breeds new synergies and new social 
relations. Additionally, it exposes visitors to new types of activity they might 
never have realized existed, encouraging future engagement68.
30. 31.
LOVE FUTBALL
Location/organisation/affiliation: Brazil/non-profit organisation
Date: 2005 - now
Type: Community/sport
Love Futball is an international non-profit organisation that connects with 
low socio-economic areas and cultures around the world. The approach 
brings life and energy to marginalized communities by building a vibrant 
court on which to play sports and activities. It is a cheap but very effective 
way to bring a community together. Love Futball engages and interacts 
with the local community to get an understanding of the area and this 
engagement often leads to hundreds of people helping build the project. 
Working from a basic belief in the power of sports as a generator of 
positive change, it aims to work jointly with the local community69.
69 https://popupcity.net/this-bright-blue-sports-court-turns-dull-lot-into-vibrant-community-
space/
Local
RANDWICK PARK
Location/organisation/affiliation: South Auckland
Date: 2012 - now
Type: Community/youth
This precedent is the most closely related to this thesis’ project. It is 
situated in Randwick Park in South Auckland, which is the next suburb 
over to the east of Manurewa. As a result, the low socio-economic statistics 
(before the transformation), culture, social values, beliefs and ideology are 
very similar, almost identical to that of the project’s site in the Clendon/
Manurewa area.
The whole project came about because Randwick Park was known for 
its high crime, low-income unsafe environment. The murder of a Riverton 
Drive liquor store owner became the tipping point for change70. The 
location of the transformation is the back of the liquor store. Like many 
other precedents, the location used to change the community is one where 
70 “Auckland Suburb Randwick Park Goes from Crime Ghetto to a ‘Taste of Heaven’.” n.d. 
Stuff. Accessed April 16, 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/local-news/manukau-couri-
er/88038535/community-of-the-year-finalist-randwick-park-a-taste-of-heaven?rm=m.
Fig 26. Colourful and vibrant court amongst the dull, warn down neighbourhood. Image 
author unknown.
Fig 27.  The community coming together to build the project. Image author unknown.
Fig 28. Social netball played on the Randwick multi-use courts. Image author unknown.
32. 33.
a terrible event has taken place (a murder, stabbing, shooting etc.). This 
has been seen to be most effective as it changes an unsafe, negative focal 
point of the community to a positive one. When focusing on the heart of 
the problem, most of the time it radiates out from that centre point into the 
community to transform the whole neighbourhood.
The Manu Tukutuku building is around 600m2 and has many multi-purpose 
rooms71. There are rooms for business (presentation/workshops), for 
events/celebration (small groups, meetings), versatile rooms, a kitchen 
area and café space72.
The large skatepark is what primarily turned this whole community 
around. It is designed for all levels of users, from beginners to pros, as it 
has allowed many events to take place that helps build the community. 
The whole park is designed in collaboration with the local users, so it will 
appeal specifically to them. It was very important that the skatepark had 
local skaters and youth to help throughout the design process so that there 
is a good flow and is easy for the riders to use (skaters, scooter riders and 
bike riders)73. It’s not only useful for the riders but it also acts as a hangout 
spot for youth to simply relax.
The courts are used for basketball, netball and tennis. Having multi-use 
courts is a very efficient and effective use of space.
What seems to be the key feature in making this project successful is the 
locals having a huge influence on the design, uses and programmes, as 
stated in the southern initiative and stated in this design.
71 “Manu Tukutuku.” n.d. Randwick Park. Accessed April 16, 2019. http://www.randwickpark.
co.nz/manu-tukutuku/.
72 “Manu Tukutuku Community Centre | VENUE & EVENT HIRE.” n.d. Manutukutuku. Ac-
cessed April 16, 2019. https://www.manutukutuku.co.nz/event-hire.
73 “Randwick Park.” n.d. Isthmus. Accessed April 16, 2019. http://isthmus.co.nz/project/rand-
wick-park/.
CLENDON COMMUNITY CENTRE
Location/organisation/affiliation: Manurewa, South Auckland/Council
Date: 2005 - now
Type: Community
The building is owned by the council and contains:
• Large hall for events
• Library
• Mixed use Gymnasium - Basketball, netball, volleyball, badminton
Holiday programmes for 5-13 year olds and 11-17 year olds include sport 
and recreation. They go to the pools, play basketball, fastball, athletics, 
scavenger hunts, colour runs.
It keeps youth in better environments but the activities don’t allow for what 
could potentially be more influential role models. It seems to be more of 
a ‘keep the youth busy and out of trouble’ rather than ‘teach the youth 
lessons’ environment. This facility is not seen as a place to go to by many 
of youth because of its lack of identity.
Just recently there has been a new programme where free classes for 
boxing started. This has become hugely popular as the area lacks cheap/
free activities for the locals. Speaking to a local, it was clear there was a 
lack of activities and programmes and when talking about the potential 
qualities of this thesis’ project and what it aims to achieve, her eyes lit up 
with excitement due to the potential positive engagement that it could bring 
within the community.
Fig 29. Randwick skatepark event with courts in the background. Image author unknown. Fig 30. Clendon Community Centre. Image author unknown.
34. 35.
 
• The Schoolchildren Creativity Palace building implements traditional 
design techniques (important for the Maori and Pacific peoples) and 
applies them in a contemporary way.
• The Gary Comer Youth Centre has many important design elements 
such as the visual tower for the community and easily replaceable 
panels.
• Use of vibrant colours is important to bring positive life and energy into 
the facility and community.
• The importance of being sensitive and responsive to the existing 
culture and community.
• Involving and listening to the local ideas and opinions for the project. 
• A range of activities and programmes is important to engage as many 
people as possible.
Precedent findings
• The architectural programmes centre on a large central communal 
space (often a court) that gives one their bearings and ‘plants’ the 
building for the users. 
• Having the project stand out in the environment as a visual beacon 
both in height and aesthetics, lets people know the building is like 
nothing they currently have in their neighbourhood. It is something 
they can see from a long way off and make them want to go to. This 
is particularly important in Manurewa as there are no positive youth-
focused facilities, only three negative prison facilities and another youth 
prison has been proposed that continues to worsen the community in 
Manurewa . It is bad enough to have one prison in a populated suburb 
but to have four prisons within small area makes for an unsettled 
community. To get an idea of how absurd it is to have that many 
prisons in a small area, there are only thirteen other prisons in the 
whole of New Zealand.
• The Chilbo Culture Centre for youth shows how important it is to 
separate the noise zones from the working zones so activities such as 
sport and music are grouped together and separated from offices.
74 “Four Prisons in 4 Kilometres: Locals Say ‘No’ to Youth Prison Proposal.” 2019. Stuff. May 
6, 2019. https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/110667132/four-prisons-in-four-kilometres-
locals-say-no-to-youth-prison-proposal.
There have been many attempts domestically and internationally to help 
alleviate the issues around disadvantaged youth and keeping them on 
the ‘straight and narrow’, but many of these attempts have simply failed. 
An example that has failed is in a suburb next to Manurewa. Weymouth 
Intermediate counsellor Tania Bell said that when she started at the 
school three years ago she tried to tackle youth gangs by running anger-
management classes. But they didn’t work. “What they wanted was more 
sports, more outdoor stuff, and they wanted to hear real-life experiences 
of how to change their lives.”75  This thesis’ project provides the sports 
popular within Manurewa that have not already been offered.
Youth mention “outdoor stuff” and statistics show South Aucklanders 
prefer outdoor activities76. Many of the outdoor activities are simply not 
possible (e.g. fishing or camping) so the students will be taken off-site for 
some activities/programmes. These off-site outdoor activities still need to 
be thought about in the design as staff and students need somewhere to 
converge before they leave the site.
A great site-specific example of how sports has re-engaged youth in 
society is a 17 year-old male who plays Australian Football for Manurewa 
and is one of many family members trapped in a cycle. He was surrounded 
by negative influences and started to get involved with gangs and petty 
crime as he thought that was the norm. The people he has met through 
sport have opened his eyes to how “normal” people behave in society so 
he has a goal to turn his life around. His first step to turning his life around 
was joining the army.
Another great site-specific example is a 29-year-old male who lived in 
and around Manurewa for most of his life. He was also surrounded by a 
negative environment that had led him down a dark path that had resulted 
in him being almost left for dead from a street fight late at night. With 
the re-engagement of society through various sports as well as positive 
influences, he has managed to change his mindset and therefore, do 
a complete turn-round in his life. He is now a sophisticated, successful 
personal trainer and is winning bodybuilding shows.
75 NZ Herald. 2017. “Gangs a Symptom of Poverty Spiral.” NZ Herald. NZ Herald. August 
31, 2017. https://www.nzherald.co.nz/otara/news/article.cfm?l_id=526&objectid=10697843.
76 “SPORT AND ACTIVE RECREATION IN THE LIVES OF AUCKLAND ADULTS.” n.d. 
Sports New Zealand. New Zealand Government. Accessed October 10, 2018. https://sport-
nz.org.nz/assets/Uploads/attachments/managing-sport/research/Sport-and-Active/2013-14-
Regional- Profile-Auckland-FINAL.pdf. 6.
3.4 Sport/recreation selection
36. 37.
Sports, activities and programmes
The sports, activities and programmes were selected based on the findings 
from the context of the site, literature and precedents. It is important to 
keep in mind that roughly five or six programmes are an adequate amount 
for a suburban neighborhood. The programmes needed to appeal to youth, 
keep them engaged and be proven to have reasonable learning outcomes.
Statistics show that some of the most popular activities for 16-24-year 
olds that are not catered for within James Cook high schools walking 
distance is equipment-based exercises (gym), netball, basketball and, 
arguably, dance77. Statistics also show that people in high socio-economic 
deprivation areas enjoy touch rugby, dance and boxing much more than 
people in low socio-economic deprivation as they get into the top ten most 
popular categories78. Another important factor to look into is ethnicity, as 
James Cook High School has 48% Maori and 41% Pacific79. Maori don’t 
have much of a difference in sport preferences to other ethnicities but once 
again equipment-based exercises and dance show up. For the Pacific 
ethnic group however, there is quite a difference in the rankings with dance 
and boxing both become a lot more popular. 
By combining these three key characteristics/statistics of youth, low 
socio-economic deprivation and Maori/Pasifika ethnicity that make up 
Manurewa’s youth, one can see that the enjoyable activities that are not 
offered within walking distance of James Cook High School are equipment-
based exercises, dance (there is no covered public space), court sports 
and boxing/combat sports. 
There was a lack of statistics to support what other non-sporting 
programmes youth wanted. Based on the preceding, it is good to have a 
balance of sport and other kinds of social spaces. 
77 “SPORT AND ACTIVE RECREATION IN THE LIVES OF AUCKLAND ADULTS.” n.d. 
Sports New
Zealand. New Zealand Government. Accessed October 10, 2018. https://sportnz.org.nz/
assets/Uploads/attachments/managing-sport/research/Sport-and-Active/2013-14-Regional- 
Profile-Auckland-FINAL.pdf.
78 “SPORT AND ACTIVE RECREATION IN THE LIVES OF AUCKLAND ADULTS.” n.d. 
Sports New
Zealand. New Zealand Government. Accessed October 10, 2018. https://sportnz.org.nz/
assets/Uploads/attachments/managing-sport/research/Sport-and-Active/2013-14-Regional- 
Profile-Auckland-FINAL.pdf.
79  “Ministry of Education - Education Counts.” n.d. James Cook High School: Student 
Population - Age. Accessed May 9, 2019. https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/find-school/
school/population/age?district=®ion=&school=100.
The music studio programme selection has come from the hugely popular 
American hip-hop, gang-violent culture. This is detailed further on in the 
document under 3.4.4 Music Studio.
The preceding show the importance of a space where students can relax 
and be comfortable and this space is the study zone. I go into detail further 
on in the document under 3.4.7 Study zones.
Combat sports 
Youth worker Warren Manuel says “One of the issues is the lack of male 
role models in our community.” Not only that but almost half of youth have 
a sole parent in the Clendon/Manurewa area. So once again another need 
is met with the need for male role models being achieved through combat 
sports and other programmes80. 
Combat sports are not a popular activity to help disadvantaged youth 
because the media often portrays fighting as bad and violent but looking 
deeper it can be one of the most effective activities to help youth. Combat 
sports are most appealing to at-risk youth and, once youths enter the gym, 
they often get hooked. The effect of the role model is very important as 
they have a huge influence on the youths that enter the combat space. 
Once youth start training at a combat sporting facility, the mentors/coaches 
of the gym encourage them back in school and to get their grades up. 
Tim Kreitzman, the owner of a Mixed Martial Arts gym in California brings 
up many similar points to Vini (who is referred to further in this thesis) 
about how combat sports can affect at risk youth even though they are 
on the other side of the world. “Kreitzman, a Mixed Martial Arts fighter, 
opened a school to target young people who are drawn to gangs”81. 
Positive role models in the gym change their mindset away from negative, 
gang-affiliated, drugs and violence to a positive, healthy support network. 
Kreitzman also gives them a place to go instead of hanging on the corners, 
running the streets, selling drugs or getting into trouble.”82 
Jiu Jitsu and other martial arts have a huge amount of respect. The respect 
acts as a chain. The higher you move up the chain the more respect you 
have. In Jiu Jitsu the teacher/master is given the ultimate respect, then the 
black belts, down to the white belts. Even white belts must show respect 
to purple belts. There is constant bowing to the more experienced. The 
place is to be cleaned and looked after by the users – usually the white 
belts, and once they work their way up the ranks they no longer do it and 
hand the job over to someone of less experience. The coach and/or highly 
ranked people are at the top of the hierarchy chain and have total control 
over other people with lower level belts.
80 NZ Herald. 2017. “Gangs a Symptom of Poverty Spiral.” NZ Herald. NZ Herald. August 
31, 2017. https://www.nzherald.co.nz/otara/news/article.cfm?l_id=526&objectid=10697843.
81 n.d. “MMA Helps Transform At-Risk Youth.” Business 2 Community. Accessed September 
5, 2019. https://www.business2community.com/sports/mma-helps-transform-at-risk-you
82 n.d. “MMA Helps Transform At-Risk Youth.” Business 2 Community. Accessed Septem-
ber 5, 2019. https://www.business2community.com/sports/mma-helps-transform-at-risk-
youth-097154.
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Fig 33. Most popular sports for Maori and Pacific peoples.
38. 39.
Vini Mahoni - Game Time and The Combat Centre
Vini has had kickboxing change his life for the better; now he is helping 
at-risk youth change theirs with his own Mixed Martial Arts gym called The 
Combat Centre in Westgate. Vini is the exact role model you want running 
a combat sports gym for troubled youth and would be an ideal candidate 
for this project. Many of the troubled youth look up to him and his 
associates who help with classes and run the gym. Vini is strong on what is 
and what is not allowed in the gym. This means no gang patches, no gang 
signs, no gang colours. People with gang affiliations are split up from each 
other by taking different classes and/or using different spaces. Figure 34 
shows Vini the owner, with Alex, an associate on the far right. There are 
actually three youth mentors in this photo - two work at combat centre, Vin 
and Alex (far right) and Jordan (in grey) are from Plantation Boxing. 
A common link that has been proven to work time and time again is youth 
workers have the most knowledge understanding of youth - how to get 
through to them, what they like, what they want - so the most valuable 
feedback does come from youth workers. this is proven with the success 
at The Combat Centre, Randwick Park, and other smaller programmes 
where youth workers were the drivers or highly influential in the project. It 
is logical that youth workers input is so successful as they spend the most 
time with the youth so have a deep understanding of the complex issue.
Combat sports are arguably going to be the most effective in changing 
the youth’s perspective. They engage with troubled youth as it is seen 
as a “cool” thing to do. It’s a way to deal with primal energy within a safe 
environment. Vini recommended a layout of what works well within a 
combat gym, as seen later on in this document under Combat centre 
space.
Learning outcomes of sport and combat sport from Vini’s meeting:
• Combat sport deals with troubled teens - youth become re-engaged 
with society. Sports invites a whole cross-section of life, from kids, 
teens, adults, lower, middle, upper class, engineers, architects, 
receptionists etc. People become friends and interact with people they 
usually wouldn’t talk to where they learn that they are all human and 
not different. Playing most sports whether boxing, football or netball 
most often brings unlikely people together to create a strong bond and 
a sense of belonging.
• Many sports and particularly combat sports can save people. One 
person was talked out of suicide a few days before talking to Vini. It 
brings people ‘out of their shell’, gives them confidence and helps with 
anxiety and depression.
• Jobs are created. For example, Alex was one of the troubled youths 
but has changed his life around and now works alongside Vini. The 
social engagement can also bring the opportunity of jobs as it is quite 
often young adults/youth who are looking for jobs. The discussion 
between one another means the youth quite often find a job whether it 
is through talking to a business owner at sports training or to someone 
who knows someone. For example, a 19 year-old in the North Shore 
Tigers Football team was looking for a job and an owner of a painting 
business was able to employ him to help out.
• A bond/family is created between all different types of people with 
the people that train together, play against one another, supporting 
members, visitors etc that bring the community together. This gives the 
youth a sense of belonging and promotes inclusion.
• Manurewa locals do not like new flash places, they want new projects 
to be respectful to the existing environment. This confirms the findings 
earlier established that the project needs to be accepted by the locals.
• The lower income tend to make better fighters as they do not have 
many options and fighting can be a career option for them.
• Gang members can sometimes come in to try and scout young 
troubled teens as they are easy targets (what gangs do best is prey 
on the weak) to recruit. But, as previously mentioned, Vini makes sure 
troubled youth and gang members take different classes. 
• Beginners need to have a division where they can view intermediate 
and experienced fighters so they are not embarrassed. This makes 
the beginners feel much more open to trying combat sport and more 
comfortable within the space.
Fightworld
Fightworld reiterated and confirmed what Vini had to say, which shows no 
matter what country one is in, combat sports has a universal language. 
Fightworld is about an actor, Frank Grillo, who travels around different 
countries and visits the most hostile environments. It points out that no 
matter where one is in the world and what style of combat sport, the 
traditional values, e.g. respect that dates 1000’s of years to the gladiator 
days, is maintained wherever one goes. This is not like how the media 
often portrays combat sports, as wild and reckless. Grillo gets into the 
roots of the community and finds how different combat styles play a role in 
bringing people together. 
One of the most instructive examples is an episode in Israel where 
extreme tension exists because of the war and many strong religious 
beliefs in such a small area. Israeli fighters from a range of backgrounds 
and beliefs had classes together where views changed around religion and 
hatred for one another to peace and harmony. Even in the worst conditions 
it is shown that combat sports create a bond/family between fighters even 
if they did not initially get along. 
One of the obvious lessons from Fightworld is that fighting is one of very 
few options to make an income for a lot of people in disadvantaged areas. 
This is very much what it is like for many fighters who fight out of South 
Auckland as they see themselves as not having many options.
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Career opportunities in New Zealand 
There are many forms of fighting and martial arts, but MMA and kickboxing 
provides a much higher chance of making a career and money because 
the large tournaments (where money can be made) held within New 
Zealand and overseas are primarily kickboxing, boxing and MMA.
The most well-known tournament in New Zealand, with a prize of $10,000 
is the eight-man ‘king in the ring’ tournament which has very similar rules 
to kickboxing.
Internationally there are many organisations and tournaments one can 
make a career from and most of the popular and career-providing paths 
consist of MMA, kickboxing and boxing. New Zealand has a history of 
talented boxers such as David Tua or Joseph Parker and especially 
kickboxers, as many New Zealand fighting professionals often go to 
China to compete in the K1 kickboxing tournament where $1 million is a 
possible prize83. Another popular route for kiwi fighters to go down is the 
UFC (MMA) as in recent years the median fighters’ salary is $100,000 
(not including sponsorship etc.)84. The transition from kickboxing to MMA 
is almost seamless as is proven with the sudden burst of kiwis such as 
Israel Adesanya, Kai Kara France and Shane Young making a name for 
themselves in the octagon.
Dance
Dance is a huge part of South Auckland’s culture. There are two main 
reasons for this - American hip-hop culture and the large Maori and 
Pasifika culture. These two styles of dance are at opposite ends of 
the spectrum with hip-hop often being vulgar, explosive, colourful and 
energetic while Maori and Pasifika dance is traditional and respectful.
Much of hip-hop dance has the benefits of creativity and letting the music 
move you and freely express yourself is fantastic for the soul85. It has both 
aerobic and anaerobic health benefits. The typical class is 60 minutes of 
moderate to high intensity movement. Raising your heart rate protects 
your cardiovascular health. Hip-hop dance moves can also strengthen the 
muscles in your arms, legs, and core which also improves bone and joint 
health86. Parris Goebel is a world famous hip-hop dancer/choreographer 
from South Auckland who has worked with the likes of Sam Smith, Jennifer 
Lopez and has worked in multiple dance movies.
Traditional dancing techniques are being celebrated more than ever 
for Maori and Pasifika people. The deep rich embedment of the Haka, 
kapa haka and Powhiri has become a frequent tradition upon battles and 
welcoming people. This can be seen often before sports, weddings and 
welcoming people to New Zealand and to the Marae. Pasifika people love 
their traditional dancing. This is why Polyfest has such a big attendance of 
approximately 100,000 people
Music studio
The selection of a music studio extends from the cultural aspects that 
make up Manurewa. Hip-hop and rap is what this music studio facilitates. 
Music is a fantastic way to open up and write down the stories of tough 
life in South Auckland. Many prison inmates use this tool to help cope 
and to spark creativity. It is like a therapy session as they express their 
emotions and understand what makes them tick. The need for a proper 
professional music studio is evident as there are many low-quality home 
studios throughout South Auckland. It is not easy to find a studio as they’re 
private in someone’s home, so you have to know someone to find a studio. 
The project will provide public access to the people that don’t have the 
opportunity to go to a studio.
Fig 37: South Auckland at-home music studio. Image author unknown.
Fig 35. Jabbewockeez hip-hop dance crew. Image author 
unknown.
Fig 36. Polyfest in Auckland. Image author unknown.
83 “K-1 Global Claims Ownership of Video Library Licensed by Glory to UFC Fight Pass.” 
n.d. K-1 : MMAPayout.com: The Business of MMA. Accessed May 25, 2019. http://mmapa-
yout.com/category/promoters/k-1/.
84 “How Much Money Do MMA Fighters Make?” 2019. The MMA Guru. March 18, 2019. 
https://themmaguru.com/how-much-money-do-mma-fighters-make/.
85 https://www.danceacademyusa.com/2014/07/21/benefits-of-hip-hop-dance-classes-for-
kids/
86 https://www.thedancerefinery.com/the-benefits-of-enrolling-yourself-in-a-hip-hop-dance-
class
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Court sports - basketball, netball, futsal, badminton, dance, tennis, 
volleyball
The court is an essential space that gives the users breathing space 
and an understanding of the spatial arrangement of the project. Architect 
Giancarlo Mazzanti says, “In a public space, there is an important time of 
leisure. The time to play, the time to produce another form to connect all 
the communities.”87  It becomes a place that you can pick up a ball and 
just start playing. The agency is given completely to the users. Another 
excellent benefit to having a court is the many uses that it can have. It 
can hold a range of sports and activities all in one space. This space has 
the potential to become a place of relaxation or high intensity activity. The 
potential for socialising with people you have never met becomes highly 
probable as teams are often created to play against each other.
Gym/Equipment based exercises
Equipment-based exercises, also known as ‘gym’, are one of the selected 
programmes based on what sport is popular for disadvantaged Maori 
and Pasifika youth. a gym is great at expelling all the energy out of one’s 
body, which is great for troubled teens so they can focus on their studies. It 
releases a lot of endorphins and lifts moods to make people happier. This 
is very important as depression and anxiety is becoming a great problem in 
New Zealand. The gym is a place where people can create goals and with 
hard work and discipline, they can be achieved. The gym is also a large 
part of supporting athletes whether it be rugby, soccer, dance. With the site 
not far from sporting clubs, this can become a valued part of their training.
Study zones
A space is needed to help balance the programmes so they are not all 
high energy. A study space provides a place to relax and be calm. The 
research showed the importance of different social spaces and many of 
the precedents contained the variety of social spaces. A calm space like a 
study zone gives the students time to think in a quiet setting and potentially 
use the time to study. The study zone may just be a place for students to 
relax knowing that they are in a safe space and any external negativity 
cannot get to them.
87 “Giancarlo Mazzanti on Social Spaces for Learning.” 2019. ArchDaily. August 19, 2019. 
https://www.archdaily.com/923043/giancarlo-mazzanti-on-social-spaces-for-learning.
4.0 PROJECT OBJECTIVES
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5.0 DESIGN PROCESS
4.1 objectives and criteria 
This project’s objectives came from the comprehension and learning 
outcomes of the context research, literature and precedents. The project’s 
objectives help frame the architectural/spatial nature of the design 
response to the issue.
Cultural engagement – Accepted by locals: 
To be accepted by locals there needs to have:
1. Maori and Pasifika influence/design principles - Implementing Te   
 Aranga design principles. 
2. A vibrant atmosphere as the locals reject dull, lifeless buildings.   
 Many precedents and case studies looked at are vibrant.
3. Elements containing American hip hop culture. 
Safe space - controlled environment: 
1. Not only does this facility need to be an option for the ‘cool’ youth   
 but to also be a safe space for victims or people that are perhaps   
 scared to go into school. These safe spaces will have to be   
 controlled so that bullies cannot interact with the victims.
2. The facility will need to be in a controlled environment so outsiders  
 cannot come in of their own free will and change the safe space   
 into a negative space.
No gang affiliation:
1. The building cannot have any connections to gangs or suggest   
 such a thing as there are many gyms in South Auckland tied   
 to a particular gang. This includes strong uses of colours    
 red (bloods), blue (crips), tribesman (yellow), killer beez (Otara)   
 black and yellow.
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5.1 Locating site NZ, Auckland, South Auckland, Manurewa
Fig 39 shows the levels of deprivation for Counties Manukau as per NZ 
standards. South Auckland and Manurewa show a massive cluster of 
highly deprived areas. Just as does the Ministry of Education, this project 
locates the youth that needs most help from the index of deprivation88.
Fig 38. Map showing location of Auckland within New Zealand. Image author 
unknown.
Research previously mentioned in the document about many of the 
problems refer to Manurewa and Clendon as being combined with the 
index of deprivation. This highlights Manurewa and Clendon as the most 
deprived and clearly in need of the most help. 
There simply are not enough sporting facilities to cater for the large amount 
of youth in the Manurewa area. Manurewa has a massive 43.2% of people 
aged between 0-24 years old, equal to most of any area in Auckland and 
potentially New Zealand89.
88 “Programmes and Services.” n.d. Oranga Tamariki-Ministry for Children. Accessed 
September 27, 2019. https://www.orangatamariki.govt.nz/working-with-children/pro-
gramme-and-forums/.
89 “A Profile of Children and Young People in Auckland”.“PDF.” 2016. Auckland.5
  Gilbert, Jarrod. 2010. 
Fig 39. Map showing deprivation of counties Manukau. Image author unknown.
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Schools
Role of schools in creating safe spaces 
This thesis has highlighted the importance and significant effect of gangs 
overpowering local businesses in the world and also within New Zealand. 
It has also given the opinions of Vini Mahoni (the owner of The Combat 
Centre in West Auckland). They clearly confirm the findings that the best 
option for this project is to be next to a High School. 
Wherever there is a high presence of gang activity, which there is in 
Manurewa, it is found that gangs often overpower the local businesses. 
This is especially prominent with combat gyms as there is a strong 
connection to combat sports and gangs. 
Gangs overpower the locals by using extortion tactics such as threatening 
the business owners’ family or loved ones so that they can collect money. 
These extortion tactics are often not talked about as they do not come to 
light very often90. A local resident, Richard Wallace, in West Auckland said 
that he was “forced to leave because of the pressure I was under by one 
of the gangs in West Auckland. I was paying them 10k NZD per month in 
stand-over fees.”91 
Site Selection - James Cook High School
Now that Clendon Park and Manurewa in South Auckland has been 
identified as in need of the most help, the next decision is where to locate 
the project’s site within these suburbs. Schools provide a safe space that 
gangs have little to no control over, so having the project’s site adjoined to 
a school is the best option. 
For the reasons of the dangerous gangs and the age range of the project 
for High School students, this leaves a choice between either Manurewa 
High School or James Cook High School as these are the only high 
schools within the Manurewa and Clendon Park area. James Cook High 
School is the best option as it lies at the heart of where many problems 
occur, whereas Manurewa High School is more on the periphery, as seen 
on figure 40 . Figure 40  accentuates how James Cook High School is very 
concentrated at where the problems are. The red lines show where high 
deprivation and issues lie. 
90 “THE RISE AND DEVELOPMENT OF GANGS IN NEW ZEALAND.” Canterbury: 
University Of Canterbury.
91 Facebook Share on Twitter Show, and Google. 2007. “Your Views: Even More on Gangs.” 
NZ Herald. NZ Herald. May 9, 2007. https://www.nzherald.co.nz/your-views/news/article.
cfm?c_id=1501154&objectid=10438745.
Fig 40. Map showing locations of James Cook High School at the heart of 
the problems. Image author unknown.
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Fig 41. aerial image showing the location of site within most of South Auckland and Manurewa. 
Image by author. 
Spatial identifications of functions
Manurewa has many schools that caters for the large amount of youth in 
the area. Most of these schools are primary and intermediate schools with 
only the two High Schools (Manurewa and James Cook) in Manurewa and 
Clendon. The schools are spaced fairly evenly throughout creating a fairly 
even pattern.
There are two main centres in this image – Manurewa’s main centre that 
sits towards the outskirts of Manurewa and Clendon Park’s main centre 
also sits on the outskirts of the suburb. Both main centres are at the 
junction of the two main streets that are in the suburb. The main centres 
contain an array of functions and essential amenities such as food and 
beverage, retail, services. 
There are many churches within Manurewa as many parts of South 
Auckland are religious and attend church on Sundays. 
There is a cluster of recreational and sporting venues/facilities around the 
selected site which goes into more detail in figure 44.
Fig 42: Map showing spatial identifications of functions. 
Image by author.
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Relationships and adjacencies of nearby facilities that have similar 
programmes 
The Clendon Community Centre previously discussed under the 
precedents is roughly a 20min walk from James Cook High School. The 
other nearby facility that has similar programmes is a boxing gym about 
30min walk from James Cook High School so is really on the limit of how 
far students will walk to get somewhere. 
The boxing gym is of very poor quality both facility wise and how the place 
is run. It is hidden at the back of a semi-industrial area and has had some 
serious complaints. It has run some youth programmes in the past with 
many youths turning up and getting involved. This shows the popularity 
of boxing in Manurewa as this gym is hardly noticeable and does not do 
much advertising but is still able to get many youths into a programme.
Fig 43.  Relationships and adjacencies of nearby facilities that have similar programmes 
with 5min/400m pedestrian shed zones from selected site/JCHS. Image by author.
Relationships and adjacencies to nearby sporting facilities 
Locating the site next to James Cook High School also allows for 
appropriate contextual relationships with other existing sporting facilities. 
With many of Manurewa’s existing sporting facilities located so close to the 
site, it generates an area or bubble that locals can go to for all their activity 
and sporting needs.
1. Manurewa squash club - Squash 
courts, sauna, bar, hall for events. 
2. Manurewa Sports Centre - Pavilion, 
hall for events, changing room for Ameri-
can football, cricket and Tag/touch rugby, 
bar 
3. Manurewa pool and leisure centre - 
pools, spa, sauna, gym- includes group 
cardio classes, 
4. Manurewa Rugby Club - changing 
rooms, bar 
5. Manurewa rugby league & sports club 
- Hall and changing rooms
Fig 44. aerial image showing the relationships to nearby sporting facilities. Image by author.
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Fig 46. Sun and wind site analysis. Image by author.
5.2 Site analysis
56. 57.
Wind and sun
Figure 46 show the basic wind and sun for the site. There are no 
surrounding buildings that will affect the environmental conditions, but 
vegetation will. 
There are low lying trees of roughly 3-4m that surround the project’s site 
except for two large trees towards the North-Western side of the site. 
These two trees are enormous, about 20-30m high, and will cast shadows 
across the site in the afternoon until sunset in winter. In summer, shadows 
start to be cast across the site from 5pm until sunset at 9pm.
The Prevailing cold winds that come up from the South-West will hit the 
site hard as it is exposed this side to an open field.
Fig 47. Summer and winter wind rose. Image author unknown.
Circulation
There are two main activities that create peaks/busy periods in site 
circulation. The first activity is High School students during the week. The 
second activity is sports on the weekend.
High School students
During the weekday around 8.30am and 3pm is the busiest time 
throughout the year around the site as this is when James Cook High 
School commences and concludes. Most of the 1,300 students enter and 
exit through the main front entrance and many pass through the site92.
Sports
On the weekend during winter is when traffic around the site is at its peak. 
This is because the Manurewa Rugby Club games are fairly popular, 
especially when the top premier teams, attracting up to a few hundred 
people, are playing on Saturday afternoons. There is plenty of noise from 
these games from cheering, islander music and people screaming. The 
main rugby field that the Premier rugby teams use is the closest field to the 
project site at 50m as seen in figure 48. 
Other than rugby, from midday to afternoon Saturdays in winter it is 
relatively quiet. In summer it is very quiet as the fields close by the site are 
not used by sporting clubs but occasionally a group of people kick a ball 
around on the fields.
92  “Ministry of Education - Education Counts.” 2018. James Cook High School: Student 
Population - Age. July 1, 2018. https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/find-school/school/pop-
ulation/age?district=®ion=&school=100.
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Outcomes
The only pedestrian traffic that warrants an additional path is those going 
to the rugby games and teenagers going to and from school. These are 
the only recurring weekly events that attracts a large amount of people 
walking through the project’s site. It is unsafe for pedestrians to continue 
walking across the road as a large amount of vehicle traffic is generated 
when these two events occur. Not only that but there is a lack of paved 
footpaths, so people tend to just walk along the road which of course 
is a safety hazard. Therefore, a public path has been created along the 
sides of the road so people can walk safely next to the road. Also, a 
pedestrian crossing needs to be created. This project adds to the volume 
of traffic in and around the site which will increase pedestrian traffic safety 
problems, so this has been addressed. The implementation of the paths 
and pedestrian crossing can be seen further in the document in the design 
section.
Fig 50. How sports-related people move 
around the site. Image by author.
Fig 51. How James Cook High School 
students move around the site. Image by 
author.
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360 degree view of site
Fig 52. Where the 360d photos were taken from. Image by author.
Fig 53. 360d views from site. Image by author.
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The Beacon
A range of exploration was done with sketches and models to determine 
how to create a beacon in an architectural form. This beacon idea was tak-
en from two of the precedents and it is a sure way to get a building noticed 
in a neighbourhood. A beacon is a great idea as it says to everyone “hey 
look I am over here as a positive safe space”.
It started off as art, quite abstract in thought. As pen came to paper there 
was a repetitiveness and a pattern emerged of things converging at a 
point. Paper models were the next step, which started off quite abstract 
but there was also a similar pattern occurring here. The models that were 
converging to a point became beacon-like. From the understanding that 
beacons come to a point your eye is drawn to, models were then used to 
further investigate this concept. Triangular shapes naturally form a point 
the human eye is drawn to. So triangular pieces of card were moulded 
together to create three-dimensional beacon-inspired forms.
5.3 Concept
Fig 54. Sketches for the idea of beacon. Images by author.
Fig 55. models for the idea of beacon. Images by author.
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Connecting nodes
There are two nodes either side of the street that clearly show a relation-
ship across the road. A relationship across the road is needed as there 
must be a clear understanding that the whole area is designed as one 
entity/safe space. This project does not want gang members thinking the 
spaces each side of the road are not associated with the school as that will 
entice them to use stand over tactics. The road separates the two spaces 
which makes it difficult to make it seem as one whole safe space. But by 
having the two sides ‘speak to each other’ with movement and language 
there will an obvious understanding.
This concept also enforces one of my findings from the precedents. The 
finding is wrapping the large open space such as a court to be surrounded 
by other smaller programmes.
Fig 56. fabric models that show movement around two focal points. Images by author.
Fig 57. sketch that ties the project together across the road. 
Images by author.
Fig 58. Three-dimensional visualisation of the sketch 
connecting across the road. Images by author.
Programme
A diagram (fig 59) shows the selected programmes and how they interact 
with each other. A fundamental key design aspect to take from the 
precedents is the importance of a large open space (often a court) at the 
centre, with the other functions revolving around this so that there is a 
grounding and spatial awareness created of the surrounding environment 
for the user.
For this design to feel connected together and as one whole design project 
it needed to have one main entrance (reception and foyer) that the user 
enters before going to the programme of their liking. This provides security 
and control throughout the building and a sense of cohesiveness. This is 
also much more efficient than having a foyer and reception for each of the 
programmes. The Combat centre has its own foyer and reception because 
it is located across the road.
5.4 Development
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Another design aspect to take away from the precedents is that there is a 
separation between “noisy” zones and “quiet” zones so there is little to no 
disturbance between programmes. The study room is the only “quiet” zone 
so this will have to be located further away from the “noisy” zones with 
some sort of noise buffer, so it remains quiet. 
The gym, also known as equipment-based exercises in the research, is 
made up of two specific training areas - circuit training and free weights. 
This is because these types of training are great for supporting functional 
movement used in sports. Many amateur and professional athletes that 
play rugby, boxing, MMA etc. implement these two-training regimes 
because of how sport-specific they are. Circuit training provides a fast 
and effective way to improve the cardiovascular system whilst free weight 
training will help build balanced strength and muscle that promotes a 
healthy body. Having a space specific to a training method keeps youth 
coming back for more as short term and long-term goals can be set and 
achieved. These types of training methods are also usually group focused 
so it encourages social engagement and development between a range of 
characters.
Fig 59. Programme relationships diagram. Images by author.
Programmes on site
This takes the diagram of the programmes to the site at scale, to get an 
understanding of scale and size that each of the programmes needs. It 
maintains the connection of the nodes across the street with the path. 
It also shows the connection of each of the programmes to one another 
from the diagram and applies this relationship. This can be seen with the 
basketball court at the centre and the other programmes wrapping around 
this space. The programmes on the South-West side of the site provide 
protection from the cold South-Westerly winds so the court becomes a 
pleasant atmosphere year-round.
The Combat Centre is located across the road as it gets the most exposure 
to street advertisement. The Combat Centre is business-run and, for 
reasons mentioned previously, the most effective at helping disadvantaged 
youth, so it needs the most exposure. 
Reiterating that the quiet zones of the foyer and study are together at the 
front whilst the noisy zones of the rest of the programmes are situated 
together.
The bathroom is located between the quiet zone and noisy zones to give a 
buffer some relief and to stop noise travelling from the dance space to the 
study.
Fig 60. Physical model showing 
programme relationships on site.  Images 
by author.
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Phenomenology
The atmosphere that these spaces create is very important so that each 
of the spaces evoke a response that suits the programme. The overall feel 
of the facility as well as the combat centre, gym, court and dance studio 
are noisy zones with high energy and vibrancy. The foyer and study is 
at the other end of the spectrum, trying to create a relaxing atmosphere 
that students can hang out in. The music studio is a unique space that is 
moody.
Materials and finishes: For self-contained community centres it is 
worthwhile designing for minimum maintenance, as upkeep funds are 
always limited. 
Overall - Combat Centre, gym, court and dance
Down below is a mood board of how the overall space should feel. There 
are the vibrant colours used on transparent materials, which then flow onto 
the deep rich earthy materials that will keep the project grounded. 
Joseph Bergin had done a report and study on a range of youth community 
facilities around the world where he had come to the conclusion that “truly 
innovative spaces spark inspiration. The use of bold colours, materials, and 
natural elements set the tone from the façade to the rear and all throughout 
the building. Light and motion are used by the best centres to create a 
space that changes with its surroundings and adds to the vibrancy of the 
space. In particular the inclusion of ‘green’ elements and features enhance 
the user experience and are well used across all of the case studies.”93
The use of bold colours, materials and natural elements is essential as 
it is seen throughout many facilities that having similar goals to what this 
project aims to achieve. Earthy materials, particularly timber, is also used 
frequently which gives the person a sense of calm, relaxed feelings. So 
the use of bold colours and materials will be particularly useful in active 
zones such as the basketball court, combat centre, gym, music and dance 
studio whereas the earthy materials to be used more in the foyer and study 
rooms will allow them to relax and focus on the users task at hand. The 
use of timber is particularly important as the material has strong ties with 
Maori and Islanders, which there is a very large number of in Manurewa, 
particularly around James Cook High School. “Its [Manurewa] Māori 
population ranks 1st in size out of the 21 Auckland local boards”94. One 
of the objectives is for this to be accepted by locals so the use of timber 
combined with bold colours goes a long way in achieving what the locals 
want.
93 Bergin, Joseph M. 2018. “Youth Innovation.” Auckland.
94 “2013 Census QuickStats about a Place.” n.d. Home. Accessed July 31, 2019. http://
archive.stats.govt.nz/Census/2013-census/profile-and-summary-reports/quickstats-about-a-
place.aspx?request_value=13627&parent_id=13170&tabname=.
Concept and programme combined
Figure 61 shows the concept of the path and fins combined with each of 
the programmes highlighting with different colours.
Fig 61. Three-dimensional model showing programmes 
and concept combined. Images by author.
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From Figure 62 to figure 65 we can see some common examples of how 
colour and vibrancy is achieved in buildings. It is common to have stained 
glass or perhaps a stained translucent material as a façade material as 
that penetrated colourful lights in a unique pattern into the building. The 
use of stained is fairly common among young people’s driven case studies. 
Through analysis of the case studies and precedents, children community 
facilities are very vibrant with bright colours in many places of the building 
but for youth facilities there is less use of bright colours, just hints of it here 
and there.
Fig 62. Natural light illuminating the transpar-
ent material. Image author unknown.
Bergin also eludes to the use of natural elements as seen from figure 66 
to figure 71. This helps to get an understanding of potential materials and 
construction techniques to get that deep, rich and warm feel for a space. 
Strong uses of timber with exposed construction as well as some stone
Fig 65. Street, graffiti, hip-hop, murals 
adds character and energy to places. 
Image author unknown.
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Fig 64. Stained glass creating a 
vibrant atmosphere as the sun 
brings colour throughout the interi-
or. Image author unknown.
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Fig 66 to 71. Collage showing strong 
use of natural materials to create 
a warm atmosphere. Image author 
unknown.
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Foyer and study
The collection of foyer and study areas to the right show very common 
features to help the users relax and feel at ease in the environment. The 
use of green is prominent throughout - mainly on seating. Light whites/
cream colours take over with hints of timber. These are all the hues of a 
natural landscape and natural landscapes are known to be very calming. 
Use non-direct natural light so there is no reflection and use of ambient 
artificial light. It is quite a light, bright, uplifting space.
Music Studio
The music studio is generally quite dark, moody and warm. Use of earthy 
tones (timber, stone) and dark colours is combined with limited warm 
lighting. No natural light, only artificial lighting. It is a place to go into, 
record your work and get out.
Fig 72.
Fig 73.
Fig 75
Fig 74.
Fig 76.
Fig 72 to 76. Collage showing strong 
use of natural landscape hues to 
create a calming environment. Image 
author unknown.
Fig 80. Famous rapper Eminem working 
in a studio. Image author unknown.
Fig 79. Famous rapper J.Cole working in 
a studio. Image author unknown.
Fig 77 and 78. World class music studio does not have to 
have a large space. Image author unknown.
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Te Aranga Design Principles
1. The key objective of the Principles is to enhance the protection,   
 reinstatement, development and articulation of mana whenua   
 cultural landscapes enabling all of us (mana whenua, mataawaka,  
 tauiwi and manuhiri) to connect to and deepen our ‘sense of place’.
2. The Principles seek to foster and guide both culturally appropriate   
 design processes and design responses that enhance all of our   
 appreciation of the natural landscape and built environment.
3. The Principles are intended as an enabling strategic foundation   
 for iwi/hapū to adopt, customise and further develop in response   
 to local context. The principles also provide other stakeholders and  
 the design community with a clearer picture as to how iwi/hapū are  
 likely to view, value and wish to participate in the design and   
 development of the built environment within their ancestral role.
Response to this project
This project already embodies many of the principles by helping to connect 
the community, youth and future of the neighbourhood. 
The design of the building has little effect on the environment by following 
the contours of the land. This is shown with the public path running parallel 
with the stream and the building stepping down to follow the contours of 
the land towards the stream.
Looking at how other projects such as Otahuhu Station have applied the 
Te Aranga Design Principles, it is often just elements of the building that 
tell a story. The stories often come a local marae and are often interpreted 
into abstract art forms.
This project looks to have the same approach as the precedents. 
Information will be gathered from the local maraes to understand the story 
of the area. The 2 local Maraes will be at James Cook High School which 
is next to my site and the large Marae that covers the whole of Manurewa. 
Instead of having patches here and there looking all mismatched like the 
precedents, this project will tell a complete story of Manurewa. The path 
that runs through the site and across the road, connecting the nodes 
together will be painted vivid colours to tell the story. The story will start at 
the combat centre and take the user on a journey through the facility until 
the story ends and they reach the end of the court.
The story can be summarized as follows: 
● Two hills protected by two chiefs
● One of the chiefs went eel fishing and was captured by the enemy
● Marriage occurred between two people of great importance.
● The woman died.
● The male married to another tribe that did not comply.
● The newly married couple had two children and moved away.
 (insert art for path)
Fig 81. Comparison between existing ground 
slope and proposed site stepping down that 
continues the natural slope of the land. Image 
by author.
Fig 82. Path and building 
following the contours of the 
land. Image by author. 
Fig 83. Main path telling a local 
Manurewa story through art. 
Image by author. 
Fig 84. quick sketches and ideas from 
sketchbook about Manurewa’s story through 
art. Image by author.
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Combat centre space
Figure 85 is a diagram that Vini,Mahoni the owner of The Combat Centre 
recommended would work well and he implemented it himself. Upon 
entering the space there is a large threshold opening going from outside 
to inside the space so it is not so daunting when you first enter. You are 
welcomed with a relaxed chill-out space with seating. This is an important 
space to have as the training space is for training only. There needs to be 
adequate seating so if 20-30 people are waiting for a class to finish they 
are comfortable. The threshold from the foyer to the training area needs 
to be fenced off as it provides a barrier for any potential unwanted guests. 
Alongside the foyer is a reception where people can purchase items and 
the owners can do their office work. The public training space is not too 
big at 300m2 so the instructors voice can reach everyone in the room. The 
room upstairs is for smaller private groups. The private area is reserved for 
troubled youth or beginners. Troubled youth take classes together to get 
an engagement with combat sports and when they are ready, they slowly 
get reintegrated into classes and re-engaged in society. Beginners are 
often embarrassed and nervous when it is their first time entering a combat 
gym so the space upstairs allows for privacy so that people cannot look up 
but the beginners can look down if they wish. The essential bathroom and 
changing rooms are available so people can get changed and showered at 
the beginning and end of a workout if need be.
Structure
Court and combat sport structure
Gable roof: The structure for the court and combat centre was originally a 
pointy beacon shape to the shape of a traditional gable dwelling structure. 
After much deliberation, this has changed to be a traditional gable the 
whole way through as the beacon shape is not in proportion with the 
surrounding environment and with the facility itself. It makes the user feel 
small and not encapsulated within the safe space. The gable structure 
allows the user to feel connected with the facility when the roof height 
is lowered. The gable structure also allows for more protection from any 
easterly rain that may enter the court space. It is important to show the 
connection to existing neighbourhood and James Cook High Schools 
typologies so the gable structure links it to the school.
The selected roof construction and material can be seen below in figure 
88 and 89. This allows light to highlight the beams and draw the eye down 
towards the large concrete fins which are discussed about next. The 
construction is all exposed as taken from the case studies/mood board 
collage. The simple construction allows the user to not be to drawn to it 
and so the users eye will get drawn to the fins and highlight the concept.
Fig 85. quick sketches and ideas from 
sketchbook about Manurewa’s story through 
art. Image by author.
Fig 86. Mono-pitch roof fading to a gable roof 
structure. Image by author.
Fig 87. Gable roof structure used by the 
school. Image author unknown.
Fig 88 and 89. Sketches to understand how light enters through the roof and its relation-
ship with the structure. Images by author.
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Fins - Foyer, study, dance, gym, music structure
To maintain the concept of the fins from the concept, a large, thick concrete 
slab will be embedded in the ground and become the focal point as seen 
in figure 91. The fin follows the angle of the court roof structure so the 
project speaks the same language and is in cohesion as seen in figure 90. 
The thick concrete slab is taller and wraps itself around than the timber 
structure that runs all the way through to mark its dominance in the project 
as seen in figure 92. 
Wall and path
The wall and path in the concept go a long way to providing that sense of 
movement and connects each side of the road together. The key to this is 
movement. I have done a brief study of movement to see how this can be 
achieved. What I found is the use of long lines as well as regular interval 
elements provided the sense of movement down a path. Light plays a big 
part in this so the use of neon lights to draw your eye down the path as 
well as ambient light at regular intervals. 
You can see the learnings taken from the brief study in the design as 
seen in figure 100. The path has long narrow movements on the ground 
that draws the eye down the path. There is also ambient lighting added at 
regular intervals as taken from the study. The wall is leaning outwards to 
make the space feel more open and welcoming when walking down the 
path.
The structure between the fins is also important for the atmosphere in 
the interior. Many of the design decisions between the fins are used to 
highlight the fins. The opening in the roof allows for light to get through 
which provides additional lighting and highlights the fin wall with natural 
light as seen in figure 93. The structure inside this space is to be exposed 
as seen in figure 94 to show the timber rafters and it reflects the local 
peoples raw and open personality. The exposed timber rafters adds to the 
warm atmosphere discussed previously in how the spaces should feel. 
The material used in the façade wall is to be all glass to give a light, airy 
and weightless feeling when observed from the outside – the complete 
opposite to the fin as seen in figure 95.
Fig 90. Sketches show the selected fin structure in or-
ange. Image by author.
Fig 92. Model of fin development. Image by author.
Fig 91. Thick wall cements 
itself as a strong element for 
the fin. Image by author.
Fig 94. Model of fin development. Image by 
author.
Fig 93. Skylight letting more light in and 
highlighting fin wall. Image by author.
Fig 95. Relationship of glass to roof 
construction. Image by author.
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Vehicle traffic
Prior to this project taking place, vehicles travel fast around the site so they 
need to be slowed down so pedestrians can safely cross the road. To do 
this, a common way to slow down vehicular traffic is to insert obstacles 
for cars to move around as seen in figure 101 and 102. The obstacles 
developed to be part of the architectural concept and design. The walls 
from the path have been extended partly into the road to create a one-way 
vehicle zone that will slow down vehicles as seen in figure 103.
Fig 103. Walls from the path extending onto road to create a one-way vehicle road path. 
Images by author.
Fig 101 and 102. Sketches of having obstacles in the way of vehicle traffic to slow them 
down. Images by author.
Pedestrian traffic
A site analysis has previously been done on pedestrian traffic. The site 
analysis has essentially come to the conclusion pedestrians cross the road 
at a 45-degree angle across the road and it is dangerous to do so with 
fast moving vehicles around. A crossing is needed for pedestrians to cross 
safely so there is a pedestrian crossing that moves the same way users 
use the space as seen in figure 104.
Fig 104. Pedestrian crossing responds to how people use the space. Image by author.
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Design challenges and outcomes
A large part of the design challenges and outcomes have been previously 
discussed in the design process. Some of the more challenging decisions 
was selecting a site, identification of relevant case studies and breaking 
down the key elements of the design process.
The largest challenge that this project faced is the lack of local community 
collaboration. The most successful projects in the most deprived areas 
have a large amount of community involvement. The collaboration of the 
successful projects often occurs right at the start of the design process 
all the way through to the completion of the build if possible. This means 
regular meetings with all involved so in-depth discussions can be made. 
Designing in collaboration with important local community members that 
work closely with troubled youth are used in the successful precedents and 
case studies. These important local community members in New Zealand 
usually include youth workers/mentors, mana whenua, and the users (in 
this case the youth). It was not possible to design in collaboration with 
the locals for many reasons such as time constraints, extensive ethical 
processes, people are not keen to collaborate with a project that is not 
going to be built and that the author is viewed as an outsider to many 
of the locals in Manurewa. As a result of not been able to collaborate 
with local community members this project has had to gather a range of 
information on the youth workers/mentors, marae owners and the youth in 
and around Manurewa to best understand and resolve the problem as an 
architectural solution. 
The site had to be located adjacent to James Cook High School so there 
was only one site available that was appropriate and could fit this projects 
programmes. This meant a road cut through the middle of this project site, 
creating a large divide and lack of cohesion that is so important for safety/
gang related reasons. This project then shifted its conceptual focus away 
Reflection
There are many issues in Manurewa that need resolving. This project 
cannot solve all the issues in the area and it relies on staff/supportive 
environment to achieve a safe space. Some of the issues that this project 
does not aim to solve are poverty, poor health, poverty and the presence 
of gangs in the Manurewa community. Although this project does not aim 
to solve these other issues, many of them are most likely going to be 
somewhat alleviated. For example, the sports and activities used by locals 
are going to improve their health conditions by getting them exercising. 
Violence will most likely decrease as one of the first things learned in a 
combat centre is to only fight inside the ring.
This projects facility acts as a host and provides a positive safe place for 
the community. It engages in the Manurewa’s youth culture and responds 
to this by giving them their own agency, a host of programmes that 
appeals to them and providing an architectural space that they want to be 
in. This projects facility has the potential to provide a culture shift in the 
community like Randwick Skatepark has just a few kilometres away.
from a beacon and towards connecting the two entities across the street 
together to show that this is one whole safe space. This conceptual shift is 
essential as the safety of staff and users outweighs the notion of a beacon 
for the youth. The road is also of positive value. By having the road in the 
middle, it provided a conversation between the two buildings to effectively 
spread ‘safe space’ into the surrounding environment. The division of the 
programmes means that the combat centre has its own sub-entity. This 
sub-entity is needed as the combat centre is run as a business, unlike all 
the other programmes.
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6.0 CONCLUSION
How can a facility for sports and recreation create a safe space for 
disadvantaged youth and foster their engagement with society? 
This project does answer the question. With thorough research of the 
community this project was able to identify the sports and recreational 
activities suitable for the disadvantaged youth. With the appropriate 
sport and recreational activities selected that appeal to a range of 
disadvantaged youth it is shown to foster their engagement with society. 
Engagement with society begins from the many learnings being involved 
in these activities and introducing the youth to positive role models which 
opens the youth’s eyes to normal lives and to see all the possible options 
available as a youth to an adult. So, the architecture itself does not foster 
the disadvantaged youths’ engagement with society but the hub provides a 
space to foster these learnings and engage with society. 
Manurewa is surrounded with negative and harmful environments whether 
this be from cultural values or from the government. The government’s 
approach in the past has been to lock the youth up and not resolve the 
issue which can be seen with four penal youth facilities in the area. This 
project is about refocusing the “bad” youth image into positive, productive, 
creative and self-determining.
This project aimed to achieve a safe space for the youth of Manurewa, 
Clendon Park, Weymouth and wattle Downs and for the youth to give back 
to their community. This project achieved the safe space by only having 
one public entry. The staff can easily control the space and identify what is 
going on in and around the facility at all times. The location of this project’s 
facility means that most of the youth from the four suburbs mentioned can 
get to the facility as it is within walking distance for many. The youth give 
back to their community as many troubled youths who overcome their 
dysfunctional problems often like the idea of helping out younger people 
that have similar problems to what they faced. Positive engagement in the 
community simply comes from the positive engagement in the facility and 
programmes. 
This project also aimed to interrupt the never-ending cycle that generations 
of disadvantaged youth face. By engaging the youth back into a different 
side of society, the youth understand and have a new perspective on life. 
The new perspective can break the chains and entice the youth to venture 
out into the big wide world. This project gives many youths that sense of 
belonging to take them off the street where they cause trouble and are anti-
social and into a positive environment surrounded by great role models.
The architectural objectives set were achieved so that the facility is 
accepted by the locals, it is in a controlled environment and have no ties to 
gang affiliation. To be accepted by the locals this project has applied the Te 
Aranga Design Principles, has a vibrant atmosphere and implements hip-
hop graffiti art/murals. To have a controlled environment and safe space 
this project has a reception and foyer at the one entrance where staff will 
be situated. No ties with gang affiliation can be achieved by not having 
excessive uses of the colours of the gangs.
There is a huge number of youths in Manurewa so targeting 13-18-year-
olds could potentially have a huge effect and turn around future 
generations of this disadvantaged community. This project does not aim to 
alleviate all of South Auckland’s problems, but it should help alleviate some 
socio-cultural problems.
The outcomes of the design are a positive, vibrant, welcoming, appealing 
and fun safe space for the youth of Manurewa. 
If the site was located in another disadvantaged community, there are 
many rules that could be applied from this project and transferred to others 
as many disadvantaged communities have similar problems. Architecture 
and youth have potential to initiate and support positive change in 
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communities. Safe spaces, community involvement, sports and activities 
and understanding the community’s culture is fundamental to engage the 
local youth.
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